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Vast amounts of benefit 
money is going unclaimed by 
disabled people who are enti- 
tled to it, a new survey by the 
London borough of Camden 
has revealed. A take-up cam- 
paign found that the DHSS 
owed £80,000 to 256 people 
living in Camden. 

These figures are not un- 
usual. Benefit take-up sur- 
veys in other parts of the 
country suggest that over half 
of all disabled people on be- 
nefits are underclaiming. 

The Government’s own fi- 
gures show that at least £570 
million pounds’ of _— sup- 
plementary benefit goes un- 
claimed each year, by all those 
on benefits. 

The 6-month welfare rights 
project in Camden was a follow- 
up to a survey of people with dis- 
abilities in the borough. The 
team obtained £22,378 in back- 
dated and one-off payments for 
the 256 people who asked for 
help, and raised their total 
annual income by £56,225. 

Councillor Richard Sumray, 
chair of the social services com- 
mittee, said:“Many disabled peo- 
ple live in poverty. It is a scandal 
that they are in effect being che- 
ated out of the money they are 
entitled to. Some people are not 
getting the correct money be- 
cause the DHSS are getting it 
wrong, while others do not 
claim because the system is un- 
welcome or confusing.” 

In Liverpool an on-going cam- 
paign to encourage benefit take- 
up is being run by the Liverpool 
Association for the Disabled, af- 
ter a survey of day centre users 
last year found that 58 per cent 
were underclaiming by an aver- 
age of almost £20 each a week. 

Mobility and attendance allo- 
wances were the 2 most often 
unclaimed benefits, followed by 
supplementary benefit. But in 20 
per cent of cases people did not 
claim them, even though they 
were advised to, because they 
thought their disability was not 
“bad enough”. 

People with mental handicaps 
are also going without benefits 
they are entitled to. A pilot study 
by the Nottingham Welfare 
Rights Service in 1985 raised 
£25,000 for 40 claimants and 
prompted the county council to 
fund 3 full-time welfare rights 
workers. During their first year 
445 people were helped to sub- 
mit claims of over £500,000 in 
increased annual benefit and 
back payments. 

Ian James, a- welfare rights 
worker in Nottinghamshire, says 
people do not know what they 
are entitled to or are put off 
claiming by bad experiences. 


Claim now! See page 3 
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inister freezes some benefits | 


Child benefit is to remain at its 


- present £7.25 a week although 


pensions and other contributory 
benefits will rise by 4.2 per cent 
next April, in line with inflation. 


John Moore 


The decision, revealed in the 
annual benefits upratings, was 
confirmed last month by Social 
Services Secretary John Moore. 
He said the £120 million thus 
available would contribute to a 
£320 million increase for low- 
income families under the new 
family credit and income sup- 
port schemes. 

The decision to freeze this 
universal benefit was a blow to 
disability organisations. As John 
Cox, director of The Spastics 
Society, argued in a letter to the 
Minister, “With the extra costs 


INSIDE __ 


Letters to the Editor.................++. 2 

Abortion: the arguments pro 
ANG COM ......ceceessscrercercsorsersonses 

A place to heal the whole self.....6 


NaideX...........scescereerseersrressenees 9 
Motor fair ’87 ...........scccesrreeseenees 11 
OutlooK ......,......-cccccereesseeree 12-13 
Share your problems ...............- 14 
Classified .............c.csccecseeseseeers 15 


AARNE 


and reduced income associated 
with disability, child benefit is of 
particular importance for pa- 
rents of children with cerebral 
palsy.” 

Mr Moore believes that social 
and health care should encour- 
age personal independence. 
“When personal responsiblity 
increases, personal freedom and 
happiness do also,” he told the 
Conservative Party Conference 
last month. 

“Everyone knows the sullen 
apathy of dependence and can 
compare it with the sheer de- 
light of personal achievement,” 
he said a few weeks earlier. 

“What the Government 
should realise is that benefits 
that support disabled people 
help to maintain their independ- 
ence in the community,” said 
John Cox. “The alternative is 
costly residential care.” 

He was also disappointed that 
the board and lodging allowance 
for people with physical disabili- 
ties under pensionable age has 
also been frozen at £190 a week. 


DN on disc 


Starting this month, Disabil- 
ity Now is available on 3in 
disc to people using an Am- 


strad CPC6128 fitted with 2 |. 


switches. A version for the 
BBC “B” computer is being 


prepared. 

If you would like to receive 
a disc — which is free — con- 
tact Steve Barnard or Greg at 
Princess Marina Centre, Chal- 


font Road, Seer Green, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 
2QR, tel: (02407 ) 4231. They 
can also advise on switches. 
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SUPAKART 
The Mobile Aid with Children in Mind 


%& Suitable for ages 6— Adult 
% A Battery Operated Vehicle 
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Parents in Partnership step 


up the integration struggle 


Parents in Partnership, formerly 
the Parents Campaign for Inte- 
grated Education, has now be- 
come a national organisation 
campaigning for the integration 
of children with special needs in 
mainstream schools. 

The group’s success with the 
Inner London Education Author- 
ity, which adopted a policy of in- 
tegration last March, prompted 
the decision to go national. 

But parents and professionals 
in the organisation fear that in- 
tegration is now being 
threatened by the Government’s 
new education bill, which prop- 
oses, for example, the break—up 
of ILEA, allowing schools to opt 
out of local authority control 
and the introduction of national 
testing at 7, 11 and 14. 

“Parents feel that the prop- 
osed legislation will expand the 
special school system and that 
their children will simply be 
candidates for a new sort of spe- 
cial school,” said Penny Juneidi, 
chair of PIP. “It looks as if the 
Government is trying to turn the 
clock back.” 

“The break—up of ILEA is of 
enormous concern to us,” she 
said. “I think the Government 
has been totally irresponsible. It 
could mean that those boroughs 


who decide to opt out will throw 
children with special needs back 
into special schools.” 

Speaking at a conference to 
mark the relaunch, Chris Mar- 
shall, inspector for Special Needs 
at HM Inspectorate, said that 
Ministers are concerned that 
schools which opt out of local 
authority control may not want 
to cater for children with special 
educational needs. He said a 
direct grant from Government 
to these schools might encour- 
age them to take special needs 
children. 

Many of the parents at the con- 
ference felt angry and confused 
by the proposed changes, said 
Penny Juneidi.““The overwhelm- 
ing view was that there was a de- 
sperate need for a group of this 
type to support parents through 
one of the most difficult periods 
we have so far known.” 

A policy and planning group is 
being set up and training groups 
for parents are being considered. 
Questionnaires will be sent to all 
LEAs to find out their policy on 
integration. 


Parents in Partnership, c/o Mar- 
garet Gault, 25 Woodnook 
Road, London SW16 6TZ. Tel: 
01-677 9828 


For special heeds 


Bee. 


THE HOMECARE SYSTEM 
ALLOWS SAFE AND EFFORTLESS SWITCHING OF 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCES USING A SINGLE SWITCH 
SUITED TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS. 


Deron, Unit 8, Foundry Lane, Byker, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 1LH. 


Tel: 091 276 O660. 
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Disability Now 12 Park Crescent London W1N 4EQ 


Dial-a-Rides not 
coerced 


I am afraid that you have been 
mislead about our proposed 
changes to the operating prac- 
tices of London Dial-a-Rides 
(DN, September). 

Our aim is to give existing 
members and the many other 
eligible disabled Londoners a 
much greater chance of getting 
out on Dial-a-Ride buses by using 
the existing resources and some 
extra buses and drivers to run 
many more trips. 

None of the services which 
are alleged to have been “co- 
erced” into new policies have 
been asked to do so by London 
Regional Transport and 2 of 
them — Enfield and Haringey — 
have always had a one day book- 
ing period and an area limited 
broadly to the borough bound- 
ary. It is no coincidence that 
these 2 are carrying over twice 
as Many passengers with each of 
their buses and drivers as other 
services with similar road traffic 
conditions. 

Weare discussing 1 or 2 book- 
ing periods and some limit — 
such as (but not necessarily ) the 
borough boundary plus a mile — 
on journey lengths, with 7 ser- 
vices at present where we are 
proposing to supply extra driv- 
ers and buses this year. We have 
promised some flexibility in 
journey lengths to meet local 
circumstances, and I would 
point out that no final decisions 
have yet been taken. 

The “storm of protest” to 
which you refer comes from a 
small minority of current users 
who — understandably — do not 
wish to see some limits on their 
own freedom for the benefit of 
others. A bus and driver taking 
one passenger on a long journey 
is often depriving 2 or 3 other 
disabled people of local journeys 
— and many members cannot 
make bookings at all. While re- 
sources are limited we must, 
however, concentrate on the 
local services (up to 5 miles) 


Make light 
work of 


ahoist from the Wessex range. 


system, you will be able to lift even the 
heaviest patient with ease. 


@ Simple, smooth, reliable operation. 


hydrotherapy units. 
@ Full range of slings and hamesses. 


engineers. 


service. 


Name 


| Address 


lifting patients 


Lifting heavy patients is no longer achore with 


Whether you choose the Wessex Patient 
Hoist, Travelmaster or the New Orkney Hoist 


@ Suited for use within the bathroom or 


& Nationwide installation services by our own 
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Job Title 


that over 80 per cent of users 
want. When everyone who 
needs door-to-door transport 
can make local trips we can then 
look to further expansion to 
meet other demands. 

Tony Shaw 

Head of Unit for Disabled Passen- 
gers 

London Regional Transport 

55 Broadway 

London SW1H OBD 


Where did the 
money come 
from? 


We are delighted to learn from 
Mr Durham’s letter (DN, Octo- 
ber) about the improved quality 
of services now being offered by 
the Paddington District. 

We would be grateful to know 
how he has managed to find the 
funds to appoint the necessary 
physiotherapists, speech therap- 
ists and additional medical staff 
necessary to meet the needs of 
the young handicapped adults in 
his district, because in our dis- 
cussions with many other dis- 
tricts this has proved to be a ma- 
jor problem with present levels 
of funding. 

We would stress that while 
our report inevitably was carried 
out 2 years ago in 2 districts, it 
was not meant to imply criticism 
of the particular local district’s 
planning, but rather to point toa 
national problem which we 
doubt can be solved by local in- 
itiative alone. 

Dr Martin Bax MD, MRCP 
Senior Research Fellow 
Department of Child Health 
Charing Cross and Westminster 
Medical School 


Life insurance: 
carers too 


I refer to the item “Insurance 
scheme that never was” (DN Au- 
gust), the subject of holiday in- 
surance being predominate. 
However, the original report 


For full 
information 
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which appeared in the Septem- 
ber 1986 issue described the 
scheme as an “all embracing in- 
surance scheme” which  in- 
cluded life assurance. 

As a result, I wrote to Sun 
Alliance seeking their advice on 
how I should make financial pro- 
vision for my handicapped 
daughter and their reply con- 
tained nothing more than the 
usual insurance literature which 
may be obtained from any insur- 
ance company. My reply to their 
letter has remained unanswered. 

It is my experience, which ex- 
tends over 8 years, that the 
answer to my question will not 
be provided from any insurance 
company or broker. Also, I have 
yet to receive a Satisfactory 
answer to my other question of 
“why does a handicapped person 
need life assurance?” There are 
very good reasons why their car- 
ers would need life cover but 
should they be too old, not in 
good health or disabled them- 
selves, then which insurance 
company will accept them, let 
alone the rating imposed? 


It may be of interest ‘to your . 


readers that all carers or other 
persons regardless of their age or 
state of health, wishing to make 
financial provision for a hand- 
icapped person, are guaranteed 
acceptance into the MSB Plan 
without incurring additional 
charges. These unique facilities 
have been available since 1980. 
Charles Lovelock 

Director 

MSB Plan Ltd 

29 Rushdene Road 

Eastcote 

Pinner, Middx HAS 1SW 


Coming to 
terms with 
disability 


I have been very interested to 
read the comments of Carl Ford, 
Bob Findlay and Valerie Lang 
concerning “Coming to terms 
with disability’ (DN, August 
and October). 

If you re-read my “Share your 
Problems” column in the June 
1987 issue I think you will find 
that I did not actually give any 
“advice”. I repeated the words 
used by my correspondent and 
then passed on some tips from 
my friend. 

I accept many of the points 
made by all 3 correspondents. 
Very often it is the ways in which 
we interpret words and phrases 
that creates differences of opin- 
ion. However, each of us does 
have to come to terms with real- 
ity. For instance, I have to accept 
as I get older that I can’t do what 
I could at 25 — or even 55! 
Margaret Morgan 
London NW3 


Sterilisation 


We in Hong Kong are as dis- 
turbed as your readers in Britain 
over the issue of sterilisation. 
The case of Jeanette brings into 
public focus again the basic right 
of a woman to bear children. 

A lot has been mentioned ab- 
out Jeanette’s mental age of 5. 
The case suggests that severe 
grade mentally retarded women 
are not socially fit to bear chil- 
dren, and proceeds to argue that 
sterilisation should be justified. 
But the decision on a mental age 
limit for a woman to exercise her 
basic right to bear children is 
bound to be arbitrary, not to 
mention the dubious reliability 
and applicability of any IQ tests. 

Moreover, our societies do 
not penalise other groups of 
women who are not socially fit 
to bear children by requiring 
them to be sterilised. 

It is also difficult to under- 
stand the logic of allowing ster- 


ilisation of a severely mentally 
retarded wonian on the grounds 
of protecting them against sex- 
ual assaults. We may in fact be 
punishing potential victims of 
sexual assaults by taking away 
one of their basic human rights, 
instead of punishing the sexual 
perverts who might attack them. 
The House of Lords decision 
on the Jeanette case does worry 
us as it creates a precedent not 
only for Britain but also Hong 
Kong, which will remain a Brit- 
ish administered territory until 
1997. The consequences may 
further spread after 1997 when 
Hong Kong becomes a Special 
Administrative Zone of China. 
We sincerely wish that the de- 
bate on sterilisation will not end 
with the decision of the House of 
Lords on the Jeanette case. We 
hope more concerned indi- 
viduals and groups will reflect 
on the case, and that one day full 
equality and participation will 
be enjoyed by people with se- 
vere disabilities. 
Joseph Kwok 
Chairman 
Pro-life Association Ltd 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 


Change the name 


It was interesting to read the let- 
ter from Ian Dawson-Shepherd, 
one of our founder members, 
showing concern for the future 
of the Society (DN, September) 

As one of the middle genera- 
tion whose family have benfitted 
from the pioneering work of that 
small group of people I welcome 
his comments. 

The needs and aspirations of 
the next generation must be lis- 
tened to. Iam sure up to a point 
this is happening, but if we must 
accept that cp is not going to dis- 
appear in the foreseeable future, 
the name is but one aspect of 
The Spastics Society that should 
be looked at. 

The Society as a whole must 
be accessible in the broadest 
meaning of the word. If we really 
want to work with and on behalf 
of people with cp and their pa- 
rents we must have a clear, rec- 
ognisable identity, present an 
acceptable image and work to- 
wards having an accessible and 
appropriate organisation. 

The idea of change should be 
seen as an Opportunity to step 
into the 90s with confidence. 
We can capitalise on change — it 
gives countless opportunities for 
involvement, campaigning, fun- 
draising, etc — and perhaps most 
important of all we could create 
an environment where people 
with disabilities can feel com- 
fortable and develop. 

Eileen Milnes 
Member, Executive Council 
The Spastics Society 


I agree with Ian Dawson- 
Shepherd and Chris Davies’s 
views (DN September), “spastic” 
should be removed from use. 
While we would like to think 
Michael Turner’s view is possi- 
ble, that we could change socie- 
ty’s attitudes without dropping 
the word, it is unfortunately not 
possible in an able bodied, ignor- 
ant and insensitive world. 

So I would ask The Spastics 
Society not to be offended by 
The Sun’s headline but to take 
this matter seriously and do 
something very soon to bury this 
horrible word once and for all. I 
know I am ashamed to have this 
label and am not proud to be 
associated with the Society be- 
cause of it. 

When I saw Noel Edmunds on 
TV some months ago advertising 
some Star Studded Fun Event for 
Spastics | just cringed. It was said 
in a flippant and patronising way, 
as if we spastics were another 
species and not human. 
Elizabeth J. Wade 
London SW5 


(sic 


by Julian Marshall and 
Karen Wingate 


Improper 

Naidex may be getting bigger 
every year, but is it getting 
better? Disability News’s 
motoring correspondent John 
Byworth was horrified to see the 
security guards invariably 
addressing the able-bodied 
carers and friends of disabled 
people rather than the person 
with a disability. But top booby 
prize goes to the guard who 
stopped swimmer Martin 
Mansell (who has cp ) after he 
had just walked down a flight of 
stairs. Pointing to a sign which 
read No access for disabled, 
please use ramp she informed 
him, “If you can’t go down stairs 
properly you have to use the 
ramp”! 


Victorian value 

Amidst the self-congratulation 
and talk about possible radical 
changes in the DHSS, the 
Conservatives found time at 
their annual conference last 
month to passa resolution 
demanding new laws to force 
employers to take on more 
disabled employees. The main 
objection to this resolution 
came from disabled delegate 
Rick Rooney. Mr Rooney 
condemned Lambeth Council’s 
policy of advertising certain jobs 
as only open to disabled people 
as “looney-leftie” and 
“ridiculous”. It won hima 
standing ovation (from those 
delegates lucky enough to be 
able to stand presumably ). 
Positive discrimination “just 
creates resentment among 
normal workers,” he said, but 
the motion was passed anyway. 


No expense 

Top-people’s store Barkers of 
Kensington, London, owned by 
the wealthy conglomerate 
House of Fraser, has just had £11 
million lavished on it fora 
magnificent refurbishment. 
Included in that bargain price 
was the removal of the only 
toilet for disabled people. “We 
replaced it with a mothers and 
babies room,” said Barkers’ 
manager Mike Nash. “We are 
very conscious that we have 
boobed and we are trying to 
solve the problem.” 


Statistics 

At the risk of lending weight to 
the pro-name change lobby of 
The Spastics Society, Disability 
Now received a press release last 
month from Dusseldorf, 
Germany addressed to “Statistics 
News.” 


Raspbe 
“Its portrayal ofa death from 
multiple sclerosis is intended 
only to entertain by provoking — 
gratuitous pity and tears,” says 
Time Out reviewer Neil Bartlett 
of the play “Raspberry Ripple” 
(Cockney rhyming slang for — 
you've guessed it ). The play, 
using able-bodied actors 
“confined” to wheelchairs, at the 
non-accessible Rose Tavern in 
South Kensington, is ostensibly 
about the relationship between 
2 people with disabilities. The - 
reviewer found it “cheap, 
laboured and unpleasant”. We 
had to take his word for it—we 
were not informed it was on, and 
the performers, Alma Mater 
Company, proved impossible to 
track down. 


iets « 
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Local authorities are failing 
to meet their legal obligations 


Services for disabled people 
have declined in the last 10 
years, mainly because of finan- 
cial cuts imposed on local au- 
thorities by central government, 
says a new, independent report, 
published by the Disabilities 
Study Unit. 

Faced with a growing demand 
for services and reduced re- 
sources, some councils are fail- 
ing to maintain their legal obliga- 
tions, it claims. 

The survey looked at local au- 
thorities resources and the prob- 
lems they faced in maintaining 
their services and meeting their 
statutory requirements to sup- 
port and care for disabled people 
between 1978 and 1987. 

Of 60 representative councils 
approached, only 21 returned 
(incomplete) questionnaires 
while 25 said they could not col- 
laborate, giving staff shortage, 
pressure of work or inaccessible 
records as their main reasons. 
Fifteen social services depart- 
ments were then visited and 
voluntary organisations, educa- 
tion and housing departments 
and people with disabilities 
were also consulted. 

“The fact that we did not have 
the whole-hearted support of all 
authorities made us think there 
were embarrassments to be co- 
vered up’, said Dr Duncan 
Guthrie, director of the Disabili- 
ties Study Unit, which conducts 
and promotes research for the 
benefit of disabled people. 

The report argues that the 
provision of services for disabled 
people is not meeting require- 
ments laid down in the Chroni- 


cally Sick and Disabled Persons 


Act (1970). 

Most local authority registers 
of disabled people have in the 
last few years been “neglected 
and barely used”, it says, so few 
authorities can even estimate 
how far they meet known needs. 


The report finds the greatest 
gap between the Act’s require- 
ments and their prompt fulfil- 
ment in the provision of aids, 
adaptations and modifications in 
the homes of disabled people. 
Delays of up to 18 months were 
reported. One social services de- 
partment admitted it was not ful- 
filling legal obligations in this re- 
spect, while another said that ap- 
plications and referrals had tri- 
pledinthe last 10 years. 

The report also found that so- 
cial services could not keep up 
with the demand for home helps, 
meals on wheels or luncheon 
clubs. 

It talks of “piggy-in-the- 
middle” voluntary organisations, 
caught between the needs of dis- 
abled people and local authority 
cuts in grants or fees for services, 
and contrasts this with central 
government’s appreciation of 
the work done by voluntary 


_ organisations. 


Non-implementation of most 
of the Disabled Persons Act 
(1986) is “the greatest of pre- 
sent gaps between legislation 
and actual provision for hand- 
icapped people” and the only re- 
medy may be for disabled people 
to take concerted action to im- 
prove services, says the report. 

Alf Morris MP, author of the 
Chronically Sick and Disabled 
Persons Act and a former Minis- 
ter for the Disabled, finds the re- 
port “very disturbing.” 

“Local authorities are being 
forced by the Government’s cuts 
in spending to infringe not only 
the spirit but also the letter of 
the law,” he says. “I regard it asa 
scandal.” 


The Difficulties of Local Author- 
ities in Maintaining Services to 
People with Disabilities by WFR 
Stewart, available from the Dis- 
abilities Study Unit, Wildhan- 
ger, Amberly, W Sussex, £5. 


Monitor Press Features 


Breakfast with the ministers. John Cox with, left, Lord Skelmersdale 


and, right, Nicholas Scott. 


Conservatives support the CCCs 


The Community Care Campaig- 
ners (Barnardos, MENCAP, Mind 
and The Spastics Society) orga- 
nised one of the most successful 
fringe meetings at the Conserva- 
tive Party Conference in Black- 
pool last month. 

Over 130 delegates, MPs and 
the Leader of the House of Com- 
mons, John Wakeham, listened 
enthusiastically to Emma 
Nicholson MP, Sir John Cox and 
Sir Brian Rix speak on “Com- 
munity Care — The Political Issue 
of the Eighties”. 

Emma Nicholson wanted the 
Equal Opportunities Commis- 
sion to be responsible for dis- 
abled people’s interests to en- 
sure they did not suffer unjusti- 
fied discrimination. 

_ Sir John Cox called on the 
Government to reconsider its 
treatment of severely disabled 
people under the Income Sup- 


port Scheme to be implemented 
in April 1988. While acknow- 
ledging that some disabled peo- 
ple would gain from the scheme, 
he said an important group of 
new severely disabled people 
would be up to £50 per week 
worse off under the new system 
than if they had been able to 
claim before April 1988. He 
asked delegates to imagine the 
differences such a sum would 
make to their chances of living 
independently in the commun- 
ity. 
"Awhile the Government is 
seeking to encourage indepen- 
dent living, changes to the social 
security system will make this 
impossible for some disabled 
people, he said. 

Sir Brian Rix drew attention to 
the lack of funds for im- 


plementing the Disabled Per- 
sons Act 1986 and pointed to the 


Claim now! 


It is very important that people 
with disabilities claim all they 
are entitled to now, before the 
new Social Security Act, which 
will change the present system 
of benefits, comes into effect in 
April 1988, says Virginia Alison 
of The Spastics Society’s Cam: 
paigns Department. 

The abolition of — sup- 
plementary benefit and its re- 
placement by income support 
will mean many people who 
claim after that date will be 
worse off than under the present 
system. 

However, those currently 
claiming supplementary benefit 
and other disability benefits will 
have their benefit level pro- 
tected when the new system is 
introduced. This means they will 
continue to receive the same 
amount of money as at present, 
but no annual increases will be 
awarded until the level of in- 
come support has caught up. 

Many local organisations can 
give you benefit advice, such as 
Citizens Advice Bureaus and Law 
Centres (try the yellow pages). 
Many local authorities have wel- 
fare rights officers. 

If you can get no help locally, 
contact the Disability Alliance, 
25 Denmark Street, London 
WC2H 8NJ. Tel: 01-240 0806. 
They also publish the invaluable 
Disability Rights Handbook, a 
guide to rights, benefits and ser- 
vices for people with disabilities. 


£3 inc p&p. 


Next month in Disability 
Now: your guide to the new 
benefits system which starts 


next April, and how it will 
affect you. 


New look 
at employment 


The employment and training of 
people with severe disabilities 
was the subject of a conference 
hosted by Employment Minister 
John Lee last month. 

The conference, the first of its 
kind, looked at the need for ser- 
vices to help severely disabled 
people receive the training and 
work opportunities they need. 
Delegates from voluntary orga- 
nisations, the health service, loc- 
al authorities, trade unions and 
industry were invited to share 
their views and contribute ideas. 

“This is an important event 
which will help formulate Gov- 
ernment’s strategy for future em- 
ployment and training services 
to people with severe disabili- 
ties,” said Mr Lee, who has spe- 
cial responsibility for disabled 
people at work. 

John Cox, director of The 
Spastics Society and one of the 
conference delegates, said: “I 
found the 2-day conference very 
stimulating. I think the minister 
has taken a lot of our worries on 
board and I am confident the 
issue will not be shelved.” 


need for better “bridging fi- 
nance” to help disabled people 
transfer from long stay hospitals 
to the community. 

@ At the Community Care Cam- 
paigners breakfast meeting, 
Nicholas Scott, Minister for the 
Disabled, and Lord Skelmers- 


dale, Under-Secretary of State for - 


Social Security, also listened to 
these points. 

But Nicholas Scott confirmed 
that the Government has no 
plans to reconsider its position 
on levels of income support for 
severely disabled people. 

The ministers were more posi- 
tive about co-ordinating the 
move from hospitals to the com- 
munity. Brian Lamb 


Larry Bulaitis 


Jean Willison with her daughter, Victoria. 


A cause for celebration 


The Tuberous Sclerosis Associa- 
tion of Great Britian celebrated 
its 10th anniversary last month 
with a reception at the House of 
Commons hosted by junior 
Health Minister Edwina Currie. 
Tuberous Sclerosis is a genetic 
condition which effects about 
70 children born in Britain each 
year. Over half will grow up 
mentally handicapped with se- 
vere epilepsy and behaviour dif- 
ficulties. Many others may be un- 
aware that they have the condi- 
tion, the only sign being white 
patches of skin or a bumpy facial 


rash. It can be passed for several . 


generations before a severely 
handicapped child is born and 
the gene diagnosed. 

Research funded by the asso- 
ciation led to the discovery ear- 
lier this year that the TS gene is 
on chromosome 9. This is the 
first step towards developing a 
blood test which could identify 
carriers, making genetic coun- 
selling much easier. 

The Tuberous Sclerosis Asso- 
ciation was started in 1977 with 
50 families — there are now 600. 


“From the first we decided 
that our only resource was each 
other,” said chairman Ann Hunt, 
one of the driving forces in set- 
ting it up. But we feel that has 
sharpened the focus of the 
group, as we know from person- 
al experience what our own and 
other families’ needs are.” 

Ann Hunt has also had need of 
the group’s support, when her 
son went blind after a brain 
tumour operation and died of a 
second tumour 3 years ago. 

Another founding member of 
the association, Jean Willson, has 
a 17-year-old daughter, Victoria, 
who is severely disabled by TS. 
“In the early days the association 
gave us parents an extraordinary 
amount of comfort and support. 
Now as older parents we can 
support those new parents who 
are just discovering TS and all its 
implications,” she said. 


The Tuberous Sclerosis Associa- 
tion of Great Britain, c/o Ann 
Hunt, Church Farm House, 
Church Road, North Leigh, 
Oxon OX8 6TX. 
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Who cares if you or a relative find it increasingly 


—~__ Who cares enough to develop a comprehensive 
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Windsor climax to race series 


The series of 9 Adidas/Mars races 
reached a grand finale last month 
at the Windsor Great Park Half 
Marathon. The event, won by 
Mark Dalloway in a time of Lhr 
4mins 39, is-one of the major 
fund raisers of the year for 


its organisers, The Spastics 
Society. 
Wheelchair athletes com- 


peted in three categories: The 
Iain Fowler Memorial Cup for 
winning the self-propelled cp 
race was awarded to Paul Wil- 


liams, with a time of Lhr 58mins. 
The cp (pushed) race:was won 
in atime of lhr 45 mins by Chris 
Morris;:..:pushed by Howard 
Bailey (above), and the British 
Sports Association for. the Dis- 
abled section by David Todd in 
thr 24mins 51. 

Jimmy Savile, competing in his 
100th race, was presented witha 
special cake by Windsor Spastics 
Society. 

The national Society hopes to 
raise £45,000. 


Half century for children’s centre 


The Ryegate Children’s Centre 
in Sheffield celebrated its 50th 
anniversary last month with 2 
open days, one for professionals 
and one for local school chil- 
dren. 

The centre specialises in pro- 
viding services for children with 
developmental and neurological 
disabilities, with strong emph- 
asis on community work. 

With over 500 visitors, the 
open days were an “unqualified 
success”, said Dr Gwilym Hosk- 


ing, consultant paediatric neuro- 
logist. 

The anniversary is being used 
to introduce the centre to local 
children and stimulate them to 
think about disability issues. Loc- 
al headmasters were asked to 
make autumn a “disability term” 
in their schools, with projects to 
encourage pupil awareness of 
disability. 

The Centre is trying to raise 
£11,000 to buy more sophisti- 
cated microtechnology. 


Tube guide for blind people 


London Regional Transport’s 
Unit for Disabled Passengers has 
produced a free talking tube sta- 
tion guide for visually handicap- 
ped travellers, adding to their 
talking underground map laun- 
ched last year. 
, The cassette tape, recorded 
for LRT by the National Tape 
Magazine for the Blind, lists all 
275 tube stations in alphabetical 
order, saying which line or lines 
each of them are on, whether 
there is a British Rail connection 
and if access to the platforms is 
by stairs, lift or escalator. 
Malcolm Tyler works for the 
London borough of Camden’s 
social services department. He is 
partially sighted and uses the 
underground extensively. His 
verdict on the tape was that it 


was simple to use and very help- 


ful, but-he had a few criticisms 
and suggested additions, 

The tape does not mention 
that some District line services 
have push button operated 
doors, which could cause a user 
to miss their stop. Also, Ongar is 


said to be on the Central line, but 
not that you need to take the 
Epping tube and change. Some 
Docklands Light Railway con- 
nections are omitted and the 
tape does not say that some BR 
stations have a different name to 
their tube stations, such as Fen- 
church Street and Tower Hill. 

More seriously, Mr Tyler said 
that although there is no “Mind 
the Gap” recorded warning at 
Whitechapel station, as there is 
at Bank, the fact that there is a 
large gap between the train and 
the platform is not pointed out in 
the tape. Mr Tyler himself re- 
cently hurt his leg by stepping 
into the gap. 

“These additions could easily 
be added at the end of the tape 
without complicating it,” he 
said, “but overall, it’s a very good 
idea and I will certainly use it.” 


Free copies of the tape are avail- 
able from the Unit for Disabled 
Passengrs, London Regional 
Transport, 55 Broadway, Lon- 
don SW1. Tel: 01-227 3312. 


First Motor Neurone disease week 


Last month, the 8-year-old Motor 
Neurone Disease Association 
had its first MND Week of flag- 
days and fund raising events all 
over the country. 

The purpose of the week, 
apart from raising funds, was to 
increase public awareness of, 
and support for, the little-known 
charity. 

MND is a progressive degen- 
eration of the nerve cells con- 
trolling muscle movement, lead- 
ing to wasting, weakening, loss 
of movement and gradual para- 
lysis of affected muscles. 

The relatively unknown dis- 
ease affects about 5000 people 


in this country, and the first 
many people heard of MND may 
have been when actor David 
Niven died from it. Former Eng- 
land soccer manager Don Revie 
recently developed it. 

The MNDA spent ' over 
£750,000 last year on 19 sepa- 
rate research programmes into 
the unknown causes and possi- 
ble cure for this disease which 


kills 3 people a day. 
Further — information. from 
Sakina Burgess, MNDA (Mersey- 


side), Disablement Resource 
Unit, Mount Vernon Green, Hall 
Lane, Liverpool L7. - 


Disabled dolls. 
hit the UK 


Pal of Hal — wheelchair athlete. 


A set of disabled dolls on sale in 
the USA since last summer are 
now available in this country, 

Hals Pals are 5 19-inch soft 
dolls each with a disability. 
There is a one-legged ski instuc- 
tor, a ballet dancer with a hear- 
ing aid, a wheelchair athlete a 
blind doll with a cane and a doll 
with leg braces. 

All 5 dolls look cheerful and 
confident. “Psychologists widely 
believe that a child’s fantasy life 
is an important step in image de- 
velopment,” said Susan Ander- 
son, the Colorado business- 
woman who created them. 

The dolls can help this process 
by giving a disabled child some- 
one to identify with, she said. 
“They are important psycholo- 
gical tools in a growing cam- 
paign against exclusion, discri- 
mination and prejudice”. Avail- 
able from: Nottingham Rehab 
Ltd, Ludlow Hill Road, West 


Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 
GHD. Tel: (0602) 234251. 
£37.50-£47.50. 
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Abortion — the arguments pro and con 


With David Alton’s bill to lower the legal time limit for abortions from 28 to 18 weeks being debated in the House, the 
issue is once again in the news. Here two women with disabilities, Ellen Wilkie and Claire Glasman, give their views. 


“Pre-birth 
disposal is not 


— Ellen Wilkie 


About a year ago I wrote a poem 
on termination, trying to see 
abortion from the point of view 
of the aborted. If only we could 
ask their opinion the debate 
would be over almost before it 
started and David Alton’s bill to 
cut the abortion limit from 28 to 
18 weeks would be unnecessary. 

Meanwhile, the 2 opposing 
opinions wage war with familiar 
weapons, neither side shifting 
ground, and the silent minority 
remains oppressed, or rather ex- 
terminated and forgotten. 

So why bother to write “yet 
another” article, and who am I to 
attempt to influence already de- 
cided minds? 

Well, I think several points 
have been overlooked which de- 
mand confrontation, and having 
muscular dystrophy, which is 
nowadays considered indisput- 
able grounds for abortion, that’s 
justification enough to speak. 

For a start, it seems bizarre 

that an MP’s attempt to save life 
should create such an uproar 
when Britain is the only country 
in Western Europe to permit 
such late abortions. 
__ David Alton is not a misogyn- 
ist, but one of the most genuine- 
ly caring men I’ve met, who 
wants to protect women from 
the trauma of late abortions, not 
restrict their lives. The issue has 
never been one of forcing 
women to keep babies, but the 
baby’s right to be born, a right 
equal to that of the mother. 

Furious feminists, I sympath- 
ise with women’s rights while 
you deny unborn females their 
rights in the name of feminism. 
Can you not see already the 
boundaries are merging? 

Moreover, women should not 
need to feel the only option is 
abortion; society needs to pro- 
vide the alternatives. 

Our society treats symptoms 
instead of looking at underlying 
causes and dealing with them. 
This is incredibly myopic. It is 
cheaper and more effective to 
put warning signs on top of cliffs 
than to send ambulances to col- 
lect casualties at the bottom. 

In other words, if we provided 
better education in the first 
place, perhaps we would have 
less unwanted pregnancies. Boys 
especially need to learn it is not 
macho to form a “list” of sexual 
conquests, nor is sex the only 
proof of love. 

Instead of negative financial 
gain (profit from private abor- 
tions) we should provide posi- 
tive financial support, eg for 
single mothers — not only cash 
handouts but also accomodation 
for pregnant girls who are 
thrown out of their homes. 

Sadly, all 4 women journalists 
who have written articles on 
David Alton’s bill (Polly Toyn- 
bee, Helen Franks, Annabel 
Ferriman, Jane Owen), consider 
disability justifiable grounds for 


abortion, however late it is de- 
tected. 

“There would be an outcry if 
we aborted on grounds of sex or 
colour,” said David Alton in The 
Guardian. Quite so. 

Of course all 4 women talk of 
handicap arid abnormality, 
which makes their statements all 
the more suspect — their lan- 
guage implies they have had no 
contact with disabled people. 

It is equally abhorrent when 
MPs vouch their support for 
oppressed minorities such as un- 
employed and disabled people, 
yet unthinkingly condone abor- 
tion of “abnormal” babies (who 
must be the most oppressed, 
powerless minority group in 
society), thereby revealing that 
really they find disability all 
rather inconvenient. If any of 
those MPs (or the 4 journalists) 
had knowledge of disability, I 
cannot believe they would talk 
so coldly and clinically about 
aborting “abnormalities”. 

I do not. consider myself 
abnormal or indeed handicap- 
ped. My only handicap is other 


people’s attitudes. 
- Ilead a perfectly “normal” life 
with a fulfilling, enjoyable 


career, and is it not a sane and 
normal practice for someone 
who cannot-walk to go around in 
a wheelchair? 

Not so very long ago it wasn’t 
thought “normal” for women. to 
work or for black people to be 
doctors, so the sooner we forget 
about the “norm” in relation to 
disabled people the better. 

Talk of aborting disabled 
babies to exempt them from 
lives of suffering stems from a 
simplistic misconception: dis- 
ability = inability (or helpless- 
ness ) = misery. 

Disabled people still have in- 
telligence, creativity, sexuality, 
jobs, relationships, children, 
and, of course, plenty of able- 
bodied people are miserable. 
But we don’t believe in “putting 
them out of their misery”. 

Many people with disabilities 
contribute far more to society 
than able-bodied hooligans. On 
what criteria are we to judge life 
valid? What society would dare 
to call itself civilised if it judged 
on “contribution” alone? 

Now David Alton’s bill is going 
forward, I hope people with dis- 
abilities will reconsider the 
whole issue of abortion in a 
much wider context, accept 
their responsibilities and decide 
for themselves that pre-birth dis- 
posal is not the answer. 


Ellen Wilkie is a poet, writer, 
performer and presenter of 
Same Difference. 


Conditions detected by prenatal tests 

Amniocentesis (performed at 16 weeks, results in 3-4 weeks): 
Down’s Syndrome and other chromosomal abnormalities; spina bifida 
and anencephaly; other rare inherited diseases eg mucopolysacchar- 


ide diseases. 


_ Chorionic villus sampling (CVS) (performed at 8-10 weeks, results 
in 1-2 weeks ): same as above except that spina bifida and anencephaly 


cannot be detected by this method. 


In some cases, cystic fibrosis and muscular dystrophy are detect- 


able, but cerebral palsy is not. 


“Abortion is 
killing, but 


without it there 


looms the 24- 
hour-a-day job 
of motherhood” 
— Claire Glasman 


David Alton’s bill pits mother 
and child against each other, 
condemning women to the vio- 
lence of poverty and overwork 
in the name of preventing the 
violence of abortion. 

Abortion is killing, but with- 
out it there looms the 24-hour-a- 
day job of motherhood, our lives 
taken up by the work of having a 
child (with or without a disabil- 
ity ), “coping” with an enormous 
load of physical and emotional 
housework. 

Néver a purely moral debate, 

abortion is inseperable from 
women’s and children’s living 
conditions as a whole. Cuts in 
benefits, services and health care 
all depend on _ increasing 
women’s unwaged work to com- 
pensate. 
_ Most pro-abortionists have 
based their argument on the 
grounds of compassion for 
women, but this is dangerous 
ground, depending as it does on 
the sentiments of others. 

The feminist argument that 
women should have the “right to 
choose” tends to ignore the fact 
that many women who would 
like children cannot afford to 
have them. Instead of “choos- 
ing” between the violence of 
abortion and the violence of a 
lifetime burdened by unrecog- 
nised work, we need to have the 
power to have or not to have 
children, which can only come 
with the economic independ- 


ence to reduce our work and de- 
termine our own lives. 

Some people with disabilities 
have lent support to David 
Alton’s bill, hoping that the 18- 
week time limit will prevent 
abortion on the grounds of dis- 
ability, since some only become 
detectable past 18 weeks. 

What choice then for 
mothers? Lacking money, in- 
formation, relief care and educa- 
tion for their children with dis- 
abilities, many parents cannot 
manage at home and end up sur- 
rendering their children to in- 
stitutions. 

Anti-abortionists have latched 
on to the justified criticism of 
discrimination by the disability 
movement and used it to add 
weight to their arguments. 

Certainly there is discrimina- 
tion, but lowering the time-limit 
for abortions will not prevent 
them being carried out on the 
grounds of disability. Some doc- 
tors have already admitted that 
more abortions may be per- 
formed on the suspicion of spina 
bifida or Downs Syndrome if 
they are unable to wait for defi- 
nite test results. : 

Nor will it remedy the discri- 
mination against people with 
disabilities that such selective 
abortion reflects. In trying to 
tackle this. discrimination by 
targetting abortion they are dis- 
regarding both the need for 
more resources to enable pa- 
rents to care for their children 
with disabilities ( and for people 
with disabilities to live indepen- 
dent lives) and a host of other 
malpractices — inadequate ante- 
natal care, dangerous testing, 
bad birthing conditions, 
scaremongering about disability 
by doctors and so on. They also 
avoid challenging the poverty 
and industrial or military pollu- 
tion which can cause disability. 

The pro-abortionists who try 


Kings Cross Women's Centre 


to deny that there is discrimina- 
tion against people with disabili- 
ties, or who add to the 
scaremongering about disability, 
also do us no service. 

Some right-wing anti-abortion 
supporters give lip service to the 
sanctity of life while worship- 
ping military spending and 
promoting policies which force 
people in need to compete for 
meagre resources. 

These “protectors” of human 
life have not acted against the 
economic deprivation which 
wrecks many people’s lives. 
Some have even endorsed 
forced contraception and ster- 
ilisation programmes for black 
women, and now support the 
proposed Tory attack on child 
benefit. For them I suspect the 
“disability angle” is simply emo- 
tional coercion to keep women 
working virtually for free. 

It is only by recognising 
women’s work of disability and 
health, waged and unwaged, at 
home and in the community, and 
rewarding it with increased re- 
sources for women and children 
that we will have any real chance 
of refusing the violence of forced 
childbirth and abortion. 


Claire Glasman has spastic di- 
plegia and is a member of Win- 
visible, (women with visible 
and invisible disabilities), part 
of the Wages for Housework 
Campaign. 
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Gerald Place 


Christopher Hamel Cooke (centre) and his team. 


HOW BRITISH GAS 
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DISABLED PEOPLE 
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variety of services for elderly and disabled people. 
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Free gas safety checks for elderly and disabled 
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British Gas! 
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The laying-on ands is central o the hea ing services, The Rev 


If your belief is that that the 
church should minister to its 
people in body, mind and spirit, 
then you will applaud the vision 
of the Rev Christopher Hamel 
Cooke, his team and congrega- 
tion, who founded the St 
Marylebone Healing and Coun- 
selling Centre. 

This is the first centre of its 
kind to embrace both physical 
and spiritual healing in one place 
— the crypt of St Marylebone par- 
ish church in London. 

The church was once famous 
for being the place where Eli- 
sabeth Barratt married Robert 


- Browning. Now it is newsworthy 


for its work within the commun- 
ity. 

Part of the appeal of the centre 
is the serenity of its surround- 
ings: white painted ‘brickwork, 
vaulted ceilings, subdued wall 
lighting and a beautiful chapel at 
one end ofa long corridor. 

But the tranquility is decep- 
tive. This is a place of great activ- 
ity. 

To begin with, there is a busy 
NHS surgery which covers the 
Marylebone area. Both GPs also 
lecture at St Mary’s Hospital, 
Paddington; one practices 
homeopathy. 

Thanks to the generosity of 
the Wates Trust, a 5-year medic- 
al research programme is under- 
way to assess how successful 
acupuncture is in the treatment 
of asthma and also the role of 
self-care in primary health care. 
The research fund also allows for 
education in self-care, so there 
are classes, lectures (currently 
on managing stress ) and evening 
courses in relaxation and 
meditation. Anyone is welcome 
to go for a minimal fee. 

Pastoral counselling is a very 
important part of the work of St 
Marylebone because it is felt that 
by listening and therefore shar- 
ing a person’s problems healing 
begins. There are trained coun- 
sellors ready and willing to help 
people who come from far and 
wide. The Churches’ Council for 
Health and Healing has its head- 


Powered By Te 


quarters within the complex and 
runs training courses for people 
to become befrienders. The 
Churches’ Council on Alcohol 
and Drugs is also there. 

Healing or “the sacrament of 
touch”, as the Rev Denis Duncan 
of the Churches’ Council for 
Health and Healing prefers to 
call it, is vital to this whole per- 
son approach. “You cannot be 
whole without the holy”, says 
Christopher Hamel Cooke. 

They do not claim miracles, 
but they do know how the laying 
on of hands can benefit a person 
and give them a greater sense of 
well-being. This is why they en- 
courage the use of massage, too. 

The centre has a magnetic re- 
sonance imaging (MRI) scanner 
and it is hoped that fees from this 
will go some way towards meet- 
ing the £60,000 a year running 
expenses. Converting the crypt 


has cost £1.4 million, but Christ- 
opher Hamel Cooke is confident 
that the remaining £500,000 
will be found. § 

Part of the conversion cost 
went on making the centre ac- 
cessible to disabled people. This 
has been achieved — though it is 
not ideal. 

The ramp into the building is 
not regulation gradient and 
there is a tight turn before you 


reach the entrance. 


Some corridors and doorways 
are vety narrow and although 
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Making music together: Rachel Verney and a client. 


there is access to a disabled per- 
son’s toilet, it is a very small 
room with hand rails set too low 
to be manageable without help. 
The lift to the crypt is too 
short for legs in spasm and rather 
narrow. A wheelchair has been 
bought that will fit the lift and 
staff are willing to help people 
transfer, which is fine so long as 


you don’t happen to need a lar-. 


ger chair. 

However, the facilities are 
there, and it is up to disabled 
people to use them. As the Rev 
Hamel Cooke says, “Disabled 
people should initiate and keep 
up pressure on the centre.” If we 
do, more emphasis will be put on 
meeting the needs of disabled 
people. 

One part of the centre where 
people with disabilities are 
already receiving help is the 
music therapy unit. 


I met music therapist Rachel 
Verney. She told me of some of 
the wonderful progress she has 
been able to make with people 
through music. 

One woman, for example, 
clenched her hands tightly to 
herself and doctors could not 
loosen them, even with plaster 
splints. But her one desire was to 
sing, so when sheets of music 
were held out to her she stretch- 
ed out her hand and took them. 

Respiratory conditions can be 
eased by singing or blowing a 
woodwind instrument. People 


can also gain hand dexterity — 


physiotherapy made fun. 

There is never a sense of fai- 
lure: a person makes music on 
their terms and at their level. 
Someone who can only do things 
slowly may be able to play the 
most beautiful slow themes. 

I met one of Rachel Verney’s 
clients, Crispin Tweddell. 
Through making music and sing- 
ing his asthma has improved dra- 
matically and Crispin has been 
able to find himself through 
music. In the past he played 
music because he ought to; now 
he makes music because he 
wants to. He has a stressful job 
where perfection is demanded. 
At music therapy he does not 
have to be perfect but in fact he 


achieves perfection by striking — 


the right notes. 

Music speaks all languages and 
enables people to share an ex- 
perience. Crispin says that in his 
case it has helped his concentra- 
tion and for the first time he finds 
that he really listens to people 
when they speak and is more in. 
tune with them. A 

The St Marylebone Centre is 
not just for those who are stres- 
sed or disabled or mentally ill. It 
is for each one of us, whether we 
are atheist or believer. 


The St Marylebone Centre for 
Healing and Counselling, St 
Marylebone Parish | Church, 
Marylebone Road, London NW1 
SLT, tel: 01-935 7315. 


lace to heal the whole self. 


Lin Berwick visits the unique St Marylebone Healing and Counselling Centre in London 
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Disability Now’s experts, Tina Stevens, princip 


a senior occupational therapist at The Spastics Soci 


by Tina Stevens 
Manufacturers of mobility aids 
seem to have an inexhaustible 
supply of new and innovative 
ideas and this was proved once 
again at Southern Naidex last 
month. 

Good news, first of all, on the 
electric wheelchair front: the 
Electric Vehicle Association is 
introducing a labelling scheme 
for both batteries and battery 
chargers. 

For many years users of elec- 


The Swede Comfort from Gerald 


Simmons Wheelchairs 


tric wheelchairs have suffered 
expensive battery failures, either 
because manufacturers provide 
poor quality batteries unable to 
stand up to the rigorous de- 
mands made by the chairs or be- 
cause uninformed users buy the 
wrong type of battery, incapable 
of offering the required perform- 
ance. 

The Electric Vehicle Associa- 
tion has written a tough standard 
of performance and only batter- 
ies capable of passing this test 


will be entitled to carry the EVA 


label. So all wheelchair users, re- 
member to look for the label or if 
in doubt consult the Electric 
Vehicle Association (Aberdeen 
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Manufacturers show no shortage 
of exciting new mobility ideas 


There were a number of new 


electric wheelchairs. BEC Mobil- 
ity Ltd (Fenns Pool Avenue. 
Wallows Industrial Estate 
Brierley Hill, W Midlands DY5 
1QA ) has the BEC 100, designed 
after discussion with the Muscu- 
lar Dystrophy Association. The 
chair is an indoor/outdoor kerb 
climbing wheelchair with spe- 
cial features — wider and con- 
toured armrest able to give im- 
proved forearm support, an 


adjustable anti-tremor device in- 


corporated into the control 
panel, which takes a bit of get- 
ting used to, and independent 
front castor suspension that 
makes the chair more comfort- 
able out - of - doors. Price 
£1,895. 

BEC’s other new chair is the 
BEC 40 Fireball children’s chair. 
The Fireball, in attractive canary 
yellow, is an upmarket version of 
the old Fireball available from 
the DHSS. It is an indoor/outdoor 
non-kerb climbing chair which 
has more powerful motors, lar- 
ger back wheels giving im- 
proved traction and a better 
braking system. Price £1,375. 

Another new range of electric 
wheelchairs is the Pegasus range 


The Freedom Drive Converter 


le information adviser at the Disabled Living Foundation, and Frank Ward, 
ety, were at Naidex again to find out what’s new for DN readers. 


from Bencraft Ltd (The Avenue, 
Rubery, Rednal, Birmingham 
B45 9AP). Pegasus is an indoor 
range with a very distinctive seat 
and back canvas in white and 
bright coloured stripes. The 
chairs come complete with ex- 
tended head rests. Junior £955; 
adult £975. ; 

There is one new addition to 
the three wheeled scooter range 
of vehicles, the Bravo Scooter by 
Ortho-Kinetics (Gaffney House, 
190 Commercial Road, Totton, 
Southampton, Hampshire SO4 
3ZZ). It is a basic non-kerb 
climbing scooter with a sealed 
battery pack. Price £850. 

A new manufacturer is now 
competing in the buggy four- 
wheeled vehicle range. Auto Lei- 
sure UK Ltd (Unit 15, Hooe 
Farm, Tye Lane, Walberton, 
Arundel, West Sussex BN18 
OLU) has introduced the Leisure 
Car, a kerb climbing vehicle, 
very similar to the long estab- 
lished Batricar. Price is similar to 
others at £1,750. 

The Swede Comfort Manual 
Wheelchair was launched at 
Naidex. This is the first fully up- 
holstered wheelchair on a high 
performance wheelchair chassis. 
It gives padded comfort and sup- 
port with lightweight high- 
performance manoeuvrability. 
Available from Gerald Simmons 


Ortho-Kinetics’ new Rollator walking frames for children 


Wheelchairs, (9 March Place, 
Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury, 
Bucks ). Price £1,200. 

Add-on power systems, which 
convert manual wheelchairs to 
powered chairs have never real- 
ly established themselves on the 
UK market so it is surprising to 
see 2 new converter systems. 
Both are imported. 

The Freedom Drive is im- 
ported from Taiwan and sold by 
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Kensington Traders Ltd (Unit 
11, Mulberry Business Centre, 
Quebec Way, London SE16 
1AA ). Price £650. 

This unit is fitted to either of 
the front castors and is operated 
by 2 small rocker switches for for- 
wards and reverse and also speed 
control. These controls I found 
fairly difficult to operate. They 
could perhaps be modified to give 
a better graded acceleration and 


THE ALVEMA MAX | 


The Alvema Max folding 
pushchair from Sweden, 


of attractive, modern 


design and intended for 
as many varying kinds and 
degrees of handicap as 


possible, with child 
& parent in mind. 


@ Easy to handle 
and lift 

@ Comfortable 

@ Comprehensive 
range of accessories 


A comfortable ride for you both 


ORTHO-HINETICS, Sole UK Distributors of the Alvema Range. 


House, Headley Road, Care Chair Division, Gaffney House, 190 Commercial Road, Totton, Southampton, Hants. 
Grayshott, Hindhead, Surrey). from Kensington Traders 1&2’ Southampton 0703 863629. 
Be - 
Path aS <b 
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in my brief test drive I also found 
the tiller steerer occasionally 
jumped out of my hand. 

The other converter is from 
Canada, the Model 1200 FS by 
Samson Products Ltd (239 Alder 
Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset 
BH12 4AP). Price £850. It can 
be fitted to either the left or right 
handed front castor and has a til- 
ler control with a twist grip. 

The directional control is easy 
to operate but those with limited 
hand function may find the twist 
grip difficult to manage. The 
whole unit is very neat and un- 
obtrusive. 

It will be interesting to see if 
either of the converters make an 
impact on the wheelchair 
buying public. 

Ortho-kinetics also launched a 
new range of Rollator walking 
frames, the Alvema 700, avail- 


Bec’s improved Fireball children’s chair comes in canary yellow. 


able in 3 sizes from small chil- 
dren to small adult. The frames 
are collapsible and have a variety 
of pushing handles — vertical, 
Cheyne bar and _ telescopic 
crutch type. The frames also 
have a rest seat and a shelf area 
for carrying small items such as 
school books, which would 
make them interesting for chil- 
dren. Price £200. 

The last 2 mobility aids I disc- 
overed were both very unusual. 

The Steprider from Batricar 
Ltd (Janlan Park, East Street, 
Chard, Somerset TA20 1EP) is a 
mobile stair climbing unit cap- 
able of lifting a disabled person 
up and down stairs, but operated 
by a carer. It is battery powered 
and has a triangular 3-wheeled 
single back axle, which in effect 
climbs the stairs. 

The carer reclines the Steprid- 


er into a position of balance on 
the 3-wheeled axle and operates 
a switch on the pushing handles. 
This requires very little effort 
and merely eases the wheeled 
unit up and down the stairs. 

I found the Steprider fairly 
easy to operate and also as a pas- 
senger felt very safe and secure. 
This is an innovative aid which 
has a great potential for the dis- 
ability market. Price £1,995. 

The Rowcycle from T & S Mo- 
tion and Sport (Potter Lane, Wel- 
low, Nr Newark, Notts NG22 
OEB ) really tries to look at the 
positive and fitness aspects of 
disability, offering both exercise 
and mobility. It was developed 
in California and imported into 
the UK by Terry and Stuart (T & 
S) who are both wheelchair dis- 
abled. 

Across between a rowing 
machine and a bicycle, it is cap- 
able of travelling at speeds of 20- 
25 miles per hour on the open 
road. It can also be used indoors 
in a static position and geared for 
either heavy or light exercise. 

The Rowcycle has been slight- 
ly modified so that the seat slides 
forwards and locks into position 
for disabled people to manage a 
sideways transfer. Price £950. 


The new Pegasus has distinctive 
white and coloured stripes. 


CARCHAIR PUTS YOU IN THE 


FRONT 
SEAT — 
WITH 


DIGNITY 


A simple conversion of your car to Carchair can mean all the difference between 
staying at home and getting out and about. Because with the revolutionary Carchair 
— the only chair that picks you up and puts you in the front seat — you’ll really be 


going places. 


Carchair enables you to travel in style. Thanks to its versatility and compact size, 
Carchair transfers you to the car and becomes your front seat — a passport to the 
open road. Sounds unbelievable, doesn’t it? But it’s absolutely true! 

To hear more, call Car Chair on 0323 840283. Or send for our brochure to Car 
Chair Ltd., Car Chair House, Station Road Industrial Estate, Hailsham, East 


Sussex BN27 2ES. 


You and Carchair — together we’re travelling. 


Car Chair Ltd., Dept. 065, Car Chair House, Station Road Industrial Estate, 
Hailsham, E. Sussex BN27 2ES Telephone (0323) 840283 
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Join the fitness craze on the Rowcycle from T & S Motion and Sport. 
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Glamour and high styling on 


Frank Ward reports 


Once again there was plenty of 
interest in the new products on 
show at Naidex. 

Top of the bill was the glamor- 
ous aquatic aerobics display on 
the Arjo Mecanaids stand. This 
was the first Naidex at which the 
newly merged hoist companies 
have shown their products 
together and the glass sided ther- 
apy pool, their star new attrac- 
tion, drew constant crowds. Arjo 
Mecanaids Ltd, St Catherine 
Street, Gloucester GL1 2SL. 

At Parker Bath a very practical 
demonstration was going on of 
their new Movee Mobile Care 
Chair, which at £475 is priced to 
appeal to the domestic market as 
well as residential homes or hos- 
pitals. It can be used for transfer, 
assisting with dressing and 
toileting or as a standing aid or 
seat. Parker Bath Developments 
Lid, Queensway, Stem Lane, 
Hants BH25 5NN 

People who know Kirton for 
their range of plastic covered, 
supportive chairs will be in- 
terested to see the qualities of 
comfort and good positioning 
transferred to a very attractive 
looking domestic chair. The new 
Breckland range includes reclin- 
ers, footrests and assisted risers 
and the prices start at an ama- 
zingly low £145. Kirton Designs 
Lid, Bungay Road, Hempnalli, 
Norwich, Norfolk NR15 2NG. 

Stannah Lifts have had some of 
their range restyled by Conran, 
which gives a smart new look to 
their stairlifts. 

To solve practical problems, 
however, they now offer a fold- 
away rail on their Golden Rail 
(curved stair) lift for areas 
where free access to the foot of 
the stairs is needed. It costs an 
extra £224. A safety cutout 
switch is incorporated to pre- 
vent the lift being used when the 
rail is raised. Stannabh Lifts, East 
Portway, Andover, Hants SP10 
3SD. 

Wessex Medical Equipment 
were showing a completely new, 
larger, through-floor lift which 
meets the British Standard for 
this type of lift. The Mountbatten 
is ideal for residential homes or a 
possible option in a private 
house where a stairlift cannot be 
used. Around £10,000, depend- 
ing on installation. 

If ramping would take up too 


Op: Smartly-styled “recliner 
with matching footrest from 
Kirton’s Breckland range. 


Below: Fold-away rail on Stan- 
nah’s Golden Rail curved stair 
lift plus Conran styling. 


much space, then the Wessex 
Short Rise Platform would be 
worth considering. It allows 
wheelchair users to cope with 
steps or short flights of indoor 
Stairs — particularly usefulinalot |— 
of so-called “public” buildings. / 

Price depends on installation but 
Wessex will give no-obligation | 
quotations. Wessex Medical | 
Equipment Co Ltd, Budds Lane, | 
Romsey, Hants SO51 OHA. 
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Rehab Products now has a 
comprehensive range of sup- 
ports for the Tumble Forms 
seats. 

Also worth a further look is an 
adaptable piece of equipment, 
the Turtle, which at £561 in- 
cludes a padded scooter on cas- 
tors, a balancing (“‘T”) stool, a 
net swing, and a methods manu- 
al, which together offer self- 
contained sensory integration 
and stimulation equipment in a 
small area. Rehab Products, 9-10 
Standard Way, Fareham Indust- 
rial Park, Fareham, Hants PO16 
SXB. 

The Medipost stand and its 
youthful staff were exuding en- 
thusiasm. Among a colourful and 
varied display were several new 

items which can be. ordered 
through Medipost’s mail order. 
Wheelchair gloves made of red, 
blue or grey suede are useful not 
just for aspiring wheelchair 
athletes but for any manual 
wheelchair user. £5.50 finger- 
less, £6.50 with fingers, includ- 
ing postage and packing. 

Some people might find the in- 

flatable shampoo tray invaluable. 


> home front 


Frank Ward 


Hair can be washed in bed, or the 

tray can be taken on holiday or 
into hospital. £15 plus VAT. 
Medipost Lid, 1 St John’s Estate, 
Elder Road, Lees, Oldham, Lancs 
OL4 3DZ, 

Homecraft, the suppliers of 
many small aids, had an easy to 
use food grater (£13.95) which 
will be useful for those people 


_who find holding a standard gra- 


ter a problem. 

Also new is a breakfast tray 
with no bits in which to jam your 
fingers when folding it! 

Homecraft was one of the sup- 
pliers offering the new Derby 
WC seat from Gordon Ellis & Co. 


This seat is much easier to fix 
= adjust than others — and it 
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Homecraft’s new food grater. 


has a lid. The Derby “deluxe” is 
&34 including VAT (exemption 
may be applicable ). A mail order 
catalogue is available from 
Homecraft Supplies Ltd, 27 
Trinity Road, London SW 17 7SF. 

Joncare, now 10 years old, was 
celebrating with the announce- 
ment of several new products, 
including the Kombi range of 


chairs and walking aids and a 
new range of eating equipment. 
This includes a “no hands” feed- 
ing aid, the Annika, incorporat- 


Good-looking suction bowls and plates from Joncare. 


ing a tilting cup, which was so 
new that staff on the stand did 
not know the price or name! 
(£65 ). There was also a range of 
suction bowls and plates, which 
will retail at around £18 for the 
set. Joncare Ltd, Radley Road In- 
dustrial state, Abingdon, 
Oxon OX14 3RY. 

People who have problems 
opening doors from their wheel- 
chair will be interested to hear 
that Ridley Electronics have ex- 
tended their Switch-A-Switch 
range of remote control switch- 


Medipost’s inflatable shampoo 
tray. 


es to include a door opener. A 
standard hinged door can be 
Opened using the device, a com- 
pressed air unit, triggered by a 


DN guests Chris Davies (left), director of SHAPE and DN 


Phil Harris 


’s TV critic 


and champion swimmer Martin Mansell (right) joined reporter 
Karen Wingate (2nd from right) on Thursday. Many people visited 
the stand, including Minister for the Disabled, Nicholas Scott. 


A special 
plumbing 
service 


Stephen Walsh, who had a stand 
at Naidex last month, runs a non- 
profit making plumbing business 
for disabled people because he 
hates seeing them overcharged. 

“I have a disabled daughter 
and have been ripped off several 
times. It just isn’t on”, he says. 

His company, Plumbing Ser- 
vices for the Disabled Commun- 
ity, set up in 1986, designs and 
installs plumbing equipment at 
cost price. 

“We charge about £50 to de- 
sign the refurbishment of a bath- 
room but commercial com- 
panies charge up to £500”. 

Disability Now contacted the 
Institute of Plumbers to check 
the going rate — who recom- 
mended that they got in touch 
with Stephen Walsh! 

The company also does re- 


Left:StephenWalsh at home with 
his daughter, Caroline. 


search into new design. One is 
an integral toilet and wash hand 
basin. The customer sits on the 
toilet which automatically 
flushes. Then, without getting 
up, he moves his hands to the 
automatic tap and hand-drier. It 


‘costs about £750. 


Two out of the 6 employees 
are disabled. As the business ex- 
pands, Stephen Walsh hopes to 
employ more because, he says, 
they understand the client’s 
needs. 

Although the company oper- 
ates in South East England, any- 
one can phone for free advice. If 
you live outside the catchment 
area, Stephen Walsh will put you 
in touch with a firm in your area. 


Stephen Walsh; Plumbing Ser- 
vices for the Disabled Commun- 
ity Co. Ltd., 202 Footscray Road, 
Eltham, London SEQ 2EL. Tel: 
01-859 4186. 


hand-held or wheelchair- 
mounted hand control similar to 
tv remote control. Price will de- 
pend upon the individual in- 
stallation but should compare 
very favourably with alterna- 
tives. Ridley Electronics Ltd, 206 
Wightman Road, Hornsey, Lon- 
don N8 OBU. 


British Gas tape 


Finally, British Gas had a new 
tape on their stand specially for 
visually handicapped people. It 
explains the special services 
available, giving safety advice, in- 
formation on choosing gas ap- 
pliances and how to use a gas 
oven. Free from the Regional 
Home Service Department in 
your British Gas Region. 


Rehab employee, Peter Brimlow 
on the balancing “T” stool. 


WHAT IS 


SPEECH-WRITER? | 


SPEECH-WRITER is a major new communication 


aid for the handicapped. 


Using the acclaimed MICRO-VOICE speech recog- 
nition device. SPEECH-WRITER allows keyboard 


free Speech Driven Word Processing. 
Letters, Reports, Essays etc. may all be written 
without using the keyboard. 


ANEW TALKING VERSION IS NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR THOSE WITH IMPAIRED VISION. 


* Agents required to meet demand * 


For further information or to arrange a demonstra- 


tion please contact: 


R & D Speech Technology 
Waterside House, Ponsharden, Penryn, 
Cornwall TR10 8AR (0326) 75290 


FIATGIVES _— 
YOU MOBILITY INSIDE 
AS WELL AS OUT. 


It is true that most small cars are ideal for getting in and out of traffic. 
But what about getting in and out of the car itself? . 
That's something Fiat considered very ae when fey were designing — 
— the Fiat Uno. a 
You'll find its exceptionally wide doors allow for easy access into a 
Spacious interior. While the exterior still gives you all the advantages of a 
small car. 
The new five door Uno Selécta has an added advantage. It features the — 
revolutionary ‘Continuously Variable Transmission: — 
Put simply, it enables you to always be in the right gear at the right time. af 
As well as being more economical than normal automatics, its also. 
smoother (so your shopping wont be sliding off the back seat between gears). 
What's more, if you have a mobility allowance youre eligible for SeeEC" es | 
reductions and finance deals. oe 
Phone 0800 521 581 and we'll put you in touch with your local dealer. 
They'll be able to tell you how our Mobility Scheme can improve your mobility, 
Inside as well as out. 
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Spoiled for choice 


Davies checks out a cinema in High Wycombe 


For anyone living near High 
Wycombe in Buckinghamshire 
who has difficulty getting into a 
cinema, your frustration could 
be at an end. 

Wycombe 6 is a new cinema 
complex with 6 auditoria, 4 of 
which have spaces for wheel- 
chairs (book in advance). Dis- 
abled customers who can easily 
transfer to a cinema seat or use 
sticks or crutches are given a 
seat at the end of a row, with 
plenty ofleg-room. 

There is a roomy and well- 
equipped wheelchair-accessible 
loo just outside the foyer, and a 
well-stocked sweets kiosk with 
giant buckets of popcorn — their 
speciality. 


There is ample parking space 
for cars bearing the Orange 
Badge could have been closer to 
the complex to avoid the rather 
steep slope up to it. 

There is a very good pizzeria 
inside, but if you want a leisurely 
meal before your film, allow 
plenty of time as it is too small 
for the size of the complex and 
there are queues. 

The multi-screen complex (an 
imported American idea) is off 
junction 4 of the M40 next to the 
Crest Hotel. 


For a 24-hour recorded list of 
films showing, tel: (0494) 
463333. Advance bookings, tel: 
(0494) 465545. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Disability Arts in London, a 
free monthly arts magazine for 
people with disabilities is a year 
old. It has news and reviews, and 
gives full details of accessibility, 
loops etc at West End cinemas 
and theatres, art galleries, con- 
cert halls, arts centres and fringe 
theatres in London. To order 
contact Elspeth Morrison, Dis- 
ability Arts in London, c/o 
Artsline, 5 Crowndale Road, Lon- 


don NW 1 1TU. 


Esther Gartner Fund provides 
grants of up to £50 (or up to 
£200 in exceptional cases) to 
assist people with a physical or 
mental disability to take part in 
dramatic productions or in dra- 
ma or theatrical arts courses. To 
be considered for a grant and for 


‘further details contact The Trus- 


tees, The Esther Gartner Fund, 
38A Duncan Terrace, London 
N1 8AL. 


Kaleidoscope, the bi-annual 
magazine of literature, fine arts 


and disability invites original 


submissions of poetry, fiction, 
visual art and essays for the fol- 
lowing issues; No 17 — Disability 
As Metaphor (deadline 1 March 
1988); No 18 — Cross-cultural 
Images of Disability (deadline 1 
August 1988). Essay and fiction 


length: 10-20 pages, double- 
spaced. Payment £25-£100. 
Send manuscripts (with Interna- 
tional Reply Coupon if you want 
work returned) to Kaleido- 
scope, UCPSH, 326 Locust 
Street, Akron, OH 44302, USA. 


The Disablement Resource 
Unit has published the first issue 
of its own magazine, CHANGE. It 
is the first magazine on 
Merseyside aimed at all disabled 
people rather than _ specific 
groups. Glossy and bi-monthly, 
CHANGE contains news, advice 
and regular features on access, 
welfare rights, microtechnology, 
the arts and sport. Available from 
DRU, Mount Vernon Green, Hall 
Lane, Liverpool L7 8TF. £4 for 6 
issues. 


Information Leaflets from 
GLAD, Greater London Associa- 
tion for Disabled People have 
procuced two new leaflets: Dis- 
ability and Transport in the 
capital (on the organisation and 
provision of transport in Lon- 
don), and Holidays for Disabled 
People ( outlines financial and 
practical help and opportunities 
for holidaying at home and 
abroad). Available free from 
GLAD, 336 Brixton Road, Lon- 
don SW9 7AA (please enclose a 
SAE). 


Making every floor 
the groun 


Manor Lifts Ltd., 22a Sefton Street, Litherland, Liverpool L21 7LB. 


d floor... 


After sales service on a 24 hour, 
365 days basis, nationwide, is the 
exceptional standard of customer 
support offered by Manor Lifts. 
The Elizabethan 4 person 
passenger lift is manufactured to 
BS5655 standard, with additional 
safety features — power operated 
car doors, semi-automatic landing 
doors, emergency car lighting, etc. 


Designed for unobtrusive 
installation in any residential 
home, the Elizabethan uses a 
ydraulic drive unit installed in a 
minimum headroom and pit. The 
whole structure complies to local 
fire authority regulations 
following installation. 
Manor Lifts also offers a design 
consultancy service, total 
installation contracting and 
finance/leasing facilities. 


An Otis Group Company 


Phone 051-928 9222/1029 
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Star of the show: 
Suzuki's Super- 
catry microvan 


by John Byworth 
Motoring Correspondent 


Falling between the bi-annual 
national Motor Shows, Motorfair 
87 is a dealer show where deal- 
ers contribut< to the cost of the 
stands of larger manufacturers in 
return for the opportunity to 
man them. It is less of a car show, 
more a motoring event, with the 
top gallery of Earls Court cram- 
med with all the goodies that 
motoring enthusiasts enjoy, 
such as special tools and clo- 
thing, as well as one of the best 
exhibitions of classic and veter- 
an cars outside the National 
Motor Museum at Beaulieu. 

All the major manufacturers 
were represented, though. few 
had thought to provide access 
ramps to their elevated stands. 

But once you were on the 
stand, the dealers’ representa- 
tives were well informed about 
their vehicles. The Vauxhall rep- 
resentative, for example, knew 
all about how to buy a new car if 
you were disabled and had price 
lists and descriptions of adapta- 
tions at the ready. 

The vehicle which stood out 
at Motorfair was the Suzuki 
Supercarry microvan converted 
by Walker Body Work to carry a 
wheelchair. 

It was exceptional on 2 
counts. First, because being de- 
signed as a commercial vehicle, 
it has all the long-life features 
one would expect. Second, be- 
cause the interior is superbly 
finished by a company used to 
producing high-quality mini- 
buses and welfare coaches. 

The driving position may be 
somewhat basic, but with a high 
steering wheel and a well- 
positioned gear stick it can be 
driven through traffic by a very 


igi 


The Suzuki 
sion: a big hit. 
short driver. 

Once converted, the hi-roof 
gives nearly 5 feet of internal 
headroom and there is an 
optional 4 side windows in the 
elevated roof for greater passen- 
ger visibility. 

Two folding, removeable 
seats, retractable ramps and 
wheelchair clamps make the van 
versatile for a family and it can 
carry up to 5 adults with one ina 
wheelchair. Since it is custom- 


Wheelc. air safely stowe 


built, a bench-seat or a rear- 
facing attendant seat could be 
fitted. 

Two sliding doors at the side 
give access to people not in 
wheelchairs, while the lift-up 
rear door offers some weather 
protection when loading the 
wheelchair passenger. 

The van is still at the develop- 


upercarry microva 


j Wi : 
ith Community Carry conver- 


ment stage and tests by Disabil- 
ity Now showed that the rear 
door does not give enough head- 
room for a wheelchair passen- 
ger. It means that they must be 
able to bend at the waist to get in 
and out in comfort. John Walker, 
marketing services manager of 
Walker Body Work, hopes “9 
make modifications to improve 
access and when this is done we 
will let readers know. 

The most attractive thing ab- 
out this vehicle is its price: at less 
than &7,000 on the road it could 
be a winner for the future. 

The crowds at the show were 
certainly showing great interest 
and the Suzuki representative 
said he had had many enquiries 
for this vehicle — from parents, 
social workers who transport 
clients and residential centres. 

David Alston of Vauxhall Cars 
says the Bedford Rascal can also 
be converted in this way. This is 
something to watch out for, 
especially as the Vauxhall- 
Bedford after-sales package has 
proved so successful for many 
disabled drivers who have bene- 
fited from the Special Purchas 
Scheme. ” 


B Walker & Son Ltd, PO Box 223, 
Packhorse Place, Watling Street, 
Nr Markyate, Herts AL3 4NN. 


__ AUSTIN ROVER 
a 


If you're interested in 
obtaining credit contact 
Austin Rover Finance, 

100 Stratford Road, Shirley, 
Solihull B90 3BH. 

Tel: 021-745 2633. 


At Austin Rover we appreciate that, if you're disabled, a car ca 


literally mean freedom. 


That's why we've instigated the Austin Rover Mobility Scheme. 
To provide you with the practical transport you need — at a very 


affordable price. 


The new generation of Austin Rover cars offer unequalled 
reliability and efficiency — combined with easy access, light, responsive 
controls, oceans of interior room, plus automotives available in each 


model range. 


In most Metros and Maestros for instance, you can fold down 
part of the rear seat to stash a wheelchair, but retain plenty of space 


address above. 


for passengers. The Maestro even offers optional power steering! 


Better still, the Austin Rover Mobility Scheme knocks as 
much as 17% off the car's basic list price! — no matter 
whether you want a Metro, Mini, Maestro, Montego or a 


Rover.* 


The scheme is open to anyone who holds a Mobility 
Allowance (including the relatives of anyone not able to drive). 

Private Car Allowance holders and current trike owners, 
or other registered disabled persons not covered in these 


categories may also qualify. 


Name 


To take advantage of our Mobility Scheme discount, call in at 
any Austin Rover dealer, who'll also arrange to make any 
modifications necessary through an approved specialist. 

Alternatively, post the coupon for an information pack 
complete with price list and authorisation form. Either way, you'll see 
that being disabled doesn't mean being disadvantaged. 

*Rover 800 series not yet available 


And if you're over 18, we can arrange credit terms through 
Austin Rover Finance — just ask for a written quotation from the 


y 


| 


Address 


AUSTIN ROVER 
LLSSS” 


DN/11/87 Mobility Scheme 
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OUTLOOK 


Living with Arthritis 
by Michael Leitch 

(Collins in association with 
Arthritis Care, £4.95) 


I wish this had been written 10 
years ago when I was looking for 
a non-medical book on the ey- 
eryday problems, emotional and 
physical, of living with arthritis. 
Twenty-seven contributors, 


some well-known to the public, 
others familiar to readers of 
Arthritis News, share their per- 
sonal experience, while well set- 


out displays give factual informa- 


tion. 

The chapters cover many, 
varied aspects of life. “Arthritis in 
the home” contains views from 
sufferers as well as advice from a 
physiotherapist and information 
on kitchen and bathroom use. 
“Out and about” deals with pub- 
lic transport and driving. Carole 
Forster describes the — expen- 
sive — car adaptations available, 
while Tony van den Bergh is an 
authority on rail travel. 

Non-sufferers seldom recog- 
nise the effects of arthritis on 
family life. Phil Smith, chair- 
person of Arthritis Care’s 35 
group, tells of life as a mum and 
wife with arthritis. 


How would you feel, unable to 
stop a Christmas tree falling on 
your son? Such feelings of hel- 
plessness are common after pro- 
longed pain. 

Other articles deal with press- 
ures generated by arthritis in 
children and adolescents. 

Kay James and Kata Kolbert 
are enthusiastic, buoyant 
women, who see challenge: in 
disability. They have written a 
book, formed a band, made a re- 
cord, and are now flatmates. The 


story of their struggles for this‘ 


degree of independence illus- 
trates the barriers facing every- 
one with a disability, not least ac- 
cess to buildings. Details are 
given of RADAR’s guides on 
accessibility. 

In the same section, Rosemary 
Sutcliffe and Peter Nightingale 
describe the difficulties of meet- 


ing members of the opposite sex. 


“Work” details the effects of . 


arthritis on many occupations. 
David Icke discusses his career 
change from sports player to 
presenter, and Marje Proops 
contributes an excellent section 
on her work in journalism. 
Swimming receives much atten- 
tion as a leisure activity. It is, 
however, impossible for some of 
us. 

Before the references and 
addresses there are several arti- 
cles on loneliness. I often wish I 
could take Phil Smith’s excellent 
advice! 

More column inches would be 
necessary to do complete justice 
to this book. I consider it so 
worthwhile, positive and helpful 
that I urge anyone with arthritis 


to read it. 
Paul Wilkes 


‘othe handicapped 
-itsa world of difference. 


Simple-to-use electric appliances and controls 


can help disabled people enjoy easier, more 


independent lives. 


The plug adaptor shown above, for example, 


enables arthritic hands to secure a grip more readily. 
We can advise you on this and other aids for the 


ape disabled and the elderly, such as modified cooker 
controls, time switches for electric blankets and 


lights, and switches that can be operated by a walking 


stick or an elbow. 


For the severely handicapped, electricity also 


contributes to a range of equipment 


hh i) ELECTRICITY | sans 
—— 


—— Energy for Lite ——— 


controlled by minimal movement, including air’ 
switches, operated bya light touch of finger or toe. 
There are fuller details in our free “Making 
Life Easier for the Disabled” booklet. 
Just send the coupon to Pat McNally and she'll 
be pleased to send you a copy. 


To: Pat McNally, Electricity Publications, PO Box 2, Feltham, 


Middlesex. TW14 OTG. 


| Please send me your “Making Life Easier for the Disabled” booklet. 


Name 


Post Code 


D1 


Sounds Like Skipper 
by Kerena Marchant 
(Hodder & Stouphiot/ Maes En- 
glish Library, hardback £9.95) 


Hearing dogs for the deaf have 
had a chequered history. The 
idea, when first mooted, im- 
mediately attracted two differ- 
ing responses. On the one side 
there was scorn and irritation 
that such large sums of money 
should be spent on training 
animals to respond to sounds 
and to alert their owners to 
them. On the other, many peo- 
ple were thrilled at the thought 
of a winsome little dog being 
trained to help deaf people. 

This book will probably evoke 
similar responses. Some of you 
will enjoy the story of a young- 
woman struggling to adapt to the 
disability of deafness with the in- — 
dispensable aid of Skipper, the — 
Hearing Dog, written in a lively, 
chatty style with plenty of ex- 
clamation marks. 

Others of you will recoil at the 
thought that dog owners should 
be so dependent on an animal for 
their daily functioning, perhaps 
preferring to consider deafness 
as a handicap imposed by the 
society that we live in. The style 
will probably irritate and be 
dangerously close to sen- 
timental mush in your eyes. 

What’s the book about? It’s a 
description of how Kerena Mar- 
chant’s life changed both at 
home and work asa result of ac- 
quiring Skipper. Kerena works 
for the BBC, originally asa subtit- 
ler but now as a researcher for 


a) 


| Songs of Praise and her book is 


an unashamed.avowal of the 
worth of Hearing Dogs for the 


Deaf. 
Paul Redfern 
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Jacqueline du Pré, regarded as 
one of the world’s finest cellists 
before her career was ended by 


multiple sclerosis, died last 
month aged 42. 

Her wealth of natural talent, 
expessed in a passionate, roman- — 
tic approach to her music made 
her a favourite with concert 
goers and increased the popular- 
ity of the cello with lay audi- 
ences. 

She went to the London Cello 
School when she was 6, and was 
coached by William Pleeth from 
the age of 10 until her first public 
recital at the Wigmore Hall 6 
years later. 

Following this success, she 
studied with Tortelier in Paris 
and Rostropovitch, who de- 
scribed her as “the most natural 
player I have ever seen”. 

She met the pianist and con- 
ductor Daniel Barenboim and 
they married in 1967. 

In 1971 she began to experi- 
ence great difficulty fingering 
and bowing her cello. Multiple 
sclerosis was diagnosed soon 
afterwards, bringing her concert 
career to an end. 

She continued to teach master 


classes for a few years. She also 


set up the Jacqueline du Pré MS 
Society Research Fund with her 
husband, which helped make the 
facts of MS more widely known.. 
She received an OBE in 1976. 
She will be remembered for her 
live performances, particularly 
those of her favourite, Elgar — 
and for her courage and passion 
which inspired others. 


Rememba 
Rabat 


The visit to Britain last month by 
The School of Hope, Jamaica’s 
largest and oldest school for 
mentally disabled people, is the 
second leg of the Brixton Cultu- 
ral Exchange, an attempt to link 
5 drama groups in Jamaica and 
Britain. The aim is to promote 
understanding between the 
youth of the 2 countries, particu- 
larly those who are disabled. 

The School of Hope’s Remem- 
ba Rabat (Battersea Arts Cen- 
tre) is about the life and death of 
Robert Pearson (“Mas Rabat”), a 
community leader and member 
of the Universal Negro Improve- 
ment Association. The Jamaican 
nationalist Marcus Garvey 
founded the Association and the 
centenary of his birth seemed an 
appropriate to perform Remem- 
ba Rabat. 

The play began outside the 
theatre doors, where the direc- 


tor, Hartenser Lindsay, informed 


us that we were about to enter 
an experience she hoped we 
would all be part of. We were 
given lyrics to songs in the hope 
that we would join in. = 
The scenes took place at Mas 
Rabat’s “Nine Night” — the tradi- 
tional Jamaican ceremony held 
on the 9th night after someone’s 


_ death. 


_ We were asked to give our 
condolences to the grieving rela- 
‘tives as we went through the 
door, while the cast played rela- 
tives and acquaintances gather- 
ing at Mas Rabat’s home to do the 
same and unravel the story of his 
life. 5 

__ As you might expect, very few 
of the audience did so — myself 
included — thanks to our con- 
ditioning. 

We felt challenged as soon as 
we came through the door. 
There was a great deal of move- 
ment as the actors pulled mem- 
bers of the audience on stage to 
play cards to the rhythmic beat- 
ing of congas. 

Later, stones were passed 
round to the increasing circle of 
people to beat the floor with, 
adding to the overall sound. 

I have to admit I find Jamaican 
English very hard to understand, 
but as the evening wore on, I 
caught more and more. I tried 
desperately to join in with the 
singing, unable to recognise so 
much as a note, but once I tried 
to forget my Western “doh, re 
me”, I used my voice to make 
sounds with everyone else. 

The dancing was very special- 
ised too, making it obvious who 
were British — the ones who did 
not know how to move freely, 
and managed to look like John 
Cleese trying to sell a computer. 

Back in our seats, we sang 
“Frah we come ya we get no 
cafee, we a go mash up de 
boothe a an’ go weh.” 

The cast got it together, but 
the audience were useless. Let’s 
face it— we don’t seem to be able 
to sing along to well known 
hymns, so it’s not surprising that 
we didn’t quite make this! 

On the way home, I realised I 
had not noticed any mentally 
disabled people in the cast as 
everyone was so well integrated, 
but the audience stuck out like 
sore thumbs. 

Isobel Ward 
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Paul Mason’s sculptures, mainly 
in stone and marble, lend them- 
selves to being touched as well 
as seen and this was emphasised 
at an exhibition at the Wol- 
verhampton Art Gallery last 
month. 

The idea was that both visually 
handicapped and sighted people 
could share the experience of 
his work so there were tapes and 
braille catalogues to help us, and 
marker mats which made it easy 
to find our way round. 

Some of the sculptures are 
three-dimensional, others reliefs 
and the main themes are land- 
scapes and natural objects like 
“Harbour”, “Autumn Leaves” or 
“Glass on Shelf’. 

The fact that so many of the 
pieces were done in marble sur- 
prised me because marble seems 
a very hard stone to work. I was 
interested to learn that some 
marble “carves like butter.” One 


% 


Hil 


Paul Mason working 


on Courtyard II this year. 


Share the experience 
with The Cutting Edge 


sculpture felt rather like molded 
glass in a stone surround. 

Paul Mason started working 
with stone at Wolverhampton 
Art College because it was “very 
direct” and he seemed to get re- 
sults immediately. 

He also likes the feel of the 
material — and texture is very im- 
portant in his work. “Stone and 


Helm leaf 1984. 


marble are also quite sensuous 
materials”, he said in an inter- 
view which appeared in the 
brochure. “When you are 
polishing parts of them you are 


responding to the sense of 
touch.” 

More recently he has been ap- 
plying colour and stains to the 
surface of his work and using 
lead inlay. 

Often his carving stems from a 
sketch of a place or objects and 
then “the cutting edge”, the 
chisel, gets to work. “You can 
draw on the surface of the stone 
or marble many times but you 
can only cut the surface with the 
chisel once”, he says. 

“The chisel personifies the 
homing-in on an idea in those 


pieces where the identity of the* 


piece was a little vague; it is a 
definitive action.” 

I think the whole exhibition 
gave blind people a new insight 
into how the medium of material 
can take you where you have 
never been before. Because peo- 
ple cannot see they need not be 
shut out from aesthetic experi- 
ence. There is more to life than 
sight. 


Maureen Kelsey 


EXPRESS OFFER By Mary Collins | 


Our luxury Velour Leisure 
Tops have the feel of silk and, 
as far as hand washing is 
concerned, the strength and 
stamina of cotton! The 
beauty of them is that the 
tops may be worn with either 
skirt or trousers. And quite 
apart from wearing one for 
leisure activities, they really 
are smart enough to go to 
work in. 

The Tops are offered in two 
popular styles—the classic 
Crew Neck or the traditional 
V-Neck. Each style has wide 
sleeves so that you may wear 
a blouse or T-shirt under it in 
complete ° comfort. The 
ribbed sleeves and waistband 
stretch mighty to give a neat, 
proper fit and you have a 
choice of four lovely, fashion- 
able colours—French Navy, 
Black, Burgundy, Cream. 

In sizes Small (32in/34in 
bust), Medium  (36in/38in) 
and Large (40in/42in) you 
don’t have to order a size up 
from your normal because 
ey are See hem made. 
But if you like your top to be 

, the ribbed waistband 

ensure it looks 

up-to-the-minute and not sad 
and droopy! 

Made from a mixture of 
80% Cotton and 20% Nylon, 


the price of each Top is just 
£9.95 inclusive of postage and 
packing. A real keen, sensible 
bargain. Do remember, when 
ordering, to state whether 
you need Crew or V-Neck. 
Express Newspapers and our supplier, 
Leroco Ltd, have contributed all the 
proceeds of this Offer (20% of the 
price) to Disability Now. 

You should receive your Top(s) 
within 14/21 days of our receiving 
your order. If you are not satisfied 
Express Newspapers will refund your 
money if you return the Top(s) 
undamaged within a week. Your 
statutory rights are not affected. 
Please quote your  Access/Visa 
Account number or send che or 
crossed postal orders, NOT CASH. 


Order and queries to: 
EXPRESS 
NEWSPAPERS 
VELOUR 

TOP OFFER, 
BOURNE ROAD, 
BEXLEY, 

KENT DAS5 1BL. 

Crayford (0322) 526922 for inquiries 


only. We deliver to addresses in the 
UK (including Northern Ireland). 


ORDER BY TELEPHONE 


FOR EXPRESS SERVICE 
= 


ACCESS OR VISA 
B ce 
0322-58011 


24 hours a day — 7 days.a week 


for DISABILITY NOW READERS 


LUXURY VELOUR 
LEISURE TOP £9.95 


OR please debit my Access/Visa Account with the sum of... 


his Ez || | ke ls hel dt 


|s 


ure 
| UR TO! 


I enclose my cheque/crossed postal orders for £............. made payable to 
EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS VELOUR TOP OFFER. 


COLOUR QUANTITY 


P OFFER, Bourne Road, Bexley, Kent DA5 1BL. 


Reg London 141748 VAT No 243 5712 72 
l Reg Office: Express Newspapers plc, 121 Fleet Street, London EC4P 4JT. 
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Biased, emotive 
propaganda? 


Since it was made by the same 
people, perhaps it is not surpris- 
ing that To Hungary With Love 
(BBC1, 14 October ) committed 
the same “crimes” as Standieg 
Up For Joe (BBC2, repeat, 13 
October ). It was biased, emotive 
propaganda for. conductive 
education, calculated to wrench 
the heart strings of Joe Public 
and cause thousands of other pa- 
rents to consider this form of 
treatment some sort of miracle. 

When I was at Thomas De- 
larue School in the late ‘60’s, I 
remember people arriving who 
at first could not walk but who 
were able to do so by the time 
they left — just by plain, oMt- 
fashioned physiotherapy. Some 
of us have cp lightly enough for 
this to happpen, and these are 
precisely the people who the 
Peto Institute selects. This, of 
course, was not stated in the film, 
for it would have ruined the 
enormous “recovery” of those 
who were there. 

Of course, the average viewer 
could be forgiven for thinking 
that conductive education is a 
veritable cure, and that is a bad 
enough misconception in itself. I 
hope parents do not fall for it. 
This film did not exactly discour- 
age them. 

And was it necessary to show, 
rather than describe, the treat- 
ment aimed at helping spina 
bifida children control their in- 
continence? Yes, they are chil- 
dren, and doubtless they have no. 
objection normally, but this 
treatment is usually carried out 
unseen by countless viewers. I 
doubt whether the loss of digni- 
ty can be excused on _ the 
grounds of their disability. 

The bottom line is that films 
like this depend on tired old 
stereotypes of struggling parents 
coping against all odds with tra- 
gically disabled children. God 
forbid that any disabled person 
should be allowed to say that 
being brain-damaged, unable to 
walk, or using only one arm can 
still provide a life which is well 
worth living. That would only 
have spoilt everything! 

Regular readers know how 
often I champion Link. Re- 
freshingly, this month it cape 
unstuck. The programme on a 
disability arts culture (ITV , 27 
September) was unlikely to 
make the concept clear to any- 
one unfamiliar with it, and the 
interviews in the programme led 
almost nowhere. However, the 
programme on implants for para- 
plegics (ITV, 18 October) and 
the questionable concept of 
mental age (ITV, 4 October) 
were up to Link’s usual stan- 
dard. 

First Tuesday: The Granny 
Business (ITV, 6 October ) ¥¥p 
about care of the elderly. Age is 
often a disability in itself, but this 
programme was not about that 
so much as the ill treatment for 
which private carers have the au- 
dacity to charge an arm and a leg. 
It was good investigative jour- 
nalism without being over- 
sentimental and without resort 
to exaggeration. 

Chris Davies 


Starting next month, Chris will 
have aregular commentary slot 
on One in Four (BBC2). 


Sales, sponsors, 
events and 
games — here 
are some fun 
fund-raising 
ideas! 


“We run a small social club 


att have outings each 
month. Most of us are dis- 
abled and it isn’t all that easy 
for us to find the cost of the 
transport and theatre or con- 
cert tickets. We would like to 
raise some money so that we 
can all join in these outings 
without financial embarrass- 
ment. Can you help us 
please?” 


“I am a member of a house 
committee of a small group 
home in our area. We have an 
amenities fund for special 
occasions and for birthday 
and Christmas presents, but 
we have run out of ideas for 
fund raising. Do you have 
any suggestions?” 


This is the time of year when mil- 
lions of pounds will be raised for 
good causes through Christmas 
appeals, sales of cards and gifts 
and many. varieties of bazaars 
and markets. 

It. is sometimes possible for 
small local organisations to be- 
nefit from larger appeals and 
some markets and bazaars will 
allow another group to runastall 
or money-raising activity within 
their overall management. It is 
worth looking out for these 
opportunities, as raising money 
needs detailed preparation and 
good organisation, if it is to be 
successful. 

It is also important to consider 
the interests and talents of those 
who will be doing the fund rais- 
ing. For some, rattling a tin out- 
side the supermarket is anathe- 
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Share Your Problems 


With Margaret Morgan 


ma, while others get a kick out of 
“flag-selling”. Many are happy to 
make something or bring a gift to 
a coffee morning, while others 
like organising big social events. 
So choose an activity that you 
and your members will enjoy 
and avoid those that you find dif- 
ficult or embarrassing. 

I went along to my local lib- 
rary and found a selection of use- 
ful books and leaflets, full of ideas 
and with cautions about the legal 
implications of some activities. 
Here are 10 suggestions. I hope 
that each of your groups will find 
at least one new idea that appeals 
to you. 


Making and selling. Marma- 
lade, jam, chutney and cakes al- 
ways sell well. Make sure you 
charge enough. Some organisa- 
tions reckon that you should 
double the cost of ingredients. 
You don’t néed to hold an event, 
you can take orders and deliver 
the produce. Re-cycled Christ- 
mas and greetings cards provide 
good publicity, especially if you 
put on a printed label “Hand- 
made and sold in aid of...”. 


Sponsorship. Very popular, 
though not always easy to follow 
up afterwards. Many people will 
give in advance to encourage the 
participant. Ideas are limitless, 
but it is important to involve the 
“beneficiaries” whenever possi- 
ble. How about these? Building a 
snowman (plan in the summer); 
sitting in a bath of porridge (not 
to be undertaken lightly); read- 
ing the bible (best done in teams 
in a church setting ); musical im- 
provisation (a group activity us- 
ing all types of home-made per- 
cussion instruments ). 


Auctions. Objets d’art from the 
attic certainly, but what about 
bids for pledges of services? 
Cleaning a car, mowing a lawn, 
preparing and serving a meal for 
4 etc. 


Pub activities usually do well. 
Try shove-ha’penny and tiddly 


A wide variety of sp 
furniture and equipmet 
for handicapped people 


E88 RIFTON YOUTH ACTIVITY CHAIR 


of all ages 


The same chair for 5 year old to small adult 


 Rifton 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE HANDICAPPED 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free 
Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 5DR — phone 0580 880626 


Simon Crompton 


winks as well as darts and bar bil- 
liards. 


Guessing competitions — not 
just at fetes and bazaars. What ab- 
out using shop and building soci- 
ety windows? How many news- 
papers do you weigh? (involve 
your local newspaper ); what is 
the doll’s birthday?; how many 
cans in a pyramid? (a food manu- 
facturer may give the tins and 
the prizes). 


Social events — for those who 
like organising and have good 
contacts: a wine-tasting evening, 
a fashion show, a make-up de- 
monstration? 


Car boot and garage sales — 
popular and useful for getting rid 
of junk. Good local publicity is 
essential. 


Games of skill. Why not try 
wellie throwing? (spectators 
look out); unrolling a toilet roll 
(needs space and dry ground); 
blowing out candles on a cake 
(cake probably inedible after- 
wards); breaking crockery 
(clearing up can be hazardous). 


Foreign currency — persuade 
holiday makers to hand over 
their unused currency. Don’t 
forget returning overseas visi- 
tors who have British cash un- 
spent, tackle them before they 
leave. Pubs are good places to 
persuade people to part with 
cash! 

Do look in your local library 
or a large bookshop. These 
books could be useful: 

All in a Good Cause: a creative 
handbook for fund raisers by 
Pamela Westland, Columbus 
Books, £4.95. 

Woman’s Own Book of Fund 
Raising, William Collins, £4.95, 
concentrates on ideas for mak- 
ing things, giving numerous re- 
cipes and instructions. 

Fund Raising Without Fail by 
Maureen Spurgeon, Paperfronts, 
£1.50. 


There’s no such thing as a free 
lunch—and Disability Now is no 
exception. 


The newspaper costs The 

~ Spastics Society 50p a copy or 
4&6 for a year’s supply. At the 
moment it comes to you free. 
If you enjoy reading Disability 
Now and would like to see it 
continue, please send usa 
donation. £1 or £1000, 
everything is welcome! 
Please make out cheques and 
postal orders to The Spastics 
Society, and send them to 


Gayle Mooney 

Room 2B, Disability Now 
FREEPOST, 12 Park Crescent 
London WIN 4EQ. 


Whats On 


Conferences and Leisure 


Thomas Delarue School Information Days. This residential 
school for people with physical disabilities is holding information days 


on Thursday 12 November ’87 and Thursday 17 March’88 to demons- 


trate the facilities and programmes on offer and reveal plans for the 
future. Of interest to therapists, parents, social workers, administra- 
tors, etc. Further information from Headmaster, Thomas Delarue 
School, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 9NP. Tel: (0732) 354584. 


The Drake Research Project Fundraising Weekend, 20-22 
November. The project is developing the use of computers for music- 
making by people with severe disabilities and needs £80,000 to de- 
velop specific programmes using computers and synthesisers. Events 
include a pop music and moto-cross racing memorabilia auction, de- 
monstrations of the latest computer and midi systems and a concert 
called Electric Sunday. For details contact Adele Drake, The Drake 
Research Project, 15c Kidbrooke Park Road, Blackheath, London SE3 
OIR. Tel: 01-856 9830. 


Why Birmingham Needs a Disability Resource Centre is a con- 
ference on 21 November, 10am-4pm at Skipton Road Day Centre, 
Skipton Road, Birmingham B16. It is being organised by Birmingham 
Disability Rights Group and through discussion and workshops peo- 


ple with disabilities, organisations involved with them and service 


providers can share ideas about how to set up a resource centre. The 
BDRG hope that as many people with disabilities as possible will come 
along to discuss the plan. Transport can be arranged. Further informa- 
tion from Bob Findlay, Development Worker, BDRG, 31 Lionel Street, 
Birmingham B3 1AP. Tel: 021-233 3035. 


Study Day for Parents of Children with Cerebral Palsy on 23 
November at Guy’s Hospital, London. The fee is £6. Contact Diana 
Patterson, Medical Education and Information Unit, Newcomen Cen- 
tre, Guy’s Hospital, London Se1 9Rt. Tel: 01-407 7600 ext 3632. 


Railway Paths — Missed Connections? is a conference on 26 
November at the Architecture and Planning Building of Manchester 
University. It will look at how old railways can be turned into new 
recreational routes, including the part local communities can play in 
their design and management. £30 (with reduced rates for voluntary 
groups). Further details from Conference Secretary, Department of 
Town and Country Planning, University of Manchester, Mon 
M13 9PL. Tel: 061-273 3333. 


What Future for the Unemployed? A conference on special Em- 
ployment measures in London at Waltham Forest Town Hall on 27 & 
28 November. Contact John Mabbott or Geoff Holland c/o NCVO 
Employment Unit, 26 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3HU. Tel: 01- 
636 4066. 


Old Age: The Future in Focus is a symposium on 27 November at 
the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre, London SW1 organised by 
Help the Aged and The MSD Foundation. It will consider caring for an 
increasing population of frail old people. Speakers will come from the 
caring professions, research bodies, the voluntary sector, statutory 
authorities and the government (including Lord Skelmersdale, Par- 
liamentary Under-Secretary of State at the DHSS ). Further information 
from Old Age: The Future in Focus, Livingstone House, 11 Carteret 
Street, London SW1H 9DL. Tel: 01-799 1500. 


Visions and Controversies in Rehabilitation is an international 
conference being held in Ottawa, Canada 18-20 May 1988. Areas 
covered include Visions for Spinal Cord Research, Perspectives on 
Interventions (with Dr Michael Bond, Professor of Psychological 
Medicine at Glasgow University speaking on Head Injury Manage- 
ment) and Ethical Issues. Of interest to all professionals involved in 


rehabilitation. For further information write to The Second S M Dins- — 


dale International Conference in Rehabilitation, The Rehabilitation 
Centre, 505 Smyth Road, Ontario, Canada K1H 8M2. 


Courses at Castle Priory 3 


They Keep Going Away — views and discussion on good practice in 
short-term and respite care of children and adults with severe disabili- 
ties. 9-11 December. Tuition £50, residence £47, non-residence £17. 


The Young Child with a Visual Disability — a repeat of the course 


held in 1987, for those staff with little or no experience in this field. 


Tutors: Elizabeth Chapman and Tony Best. 4-7 January. Tuition £65, 
residence £70.50, non-residence £25.50. 


Being Assertive — for people with disabilities and those working with 


them who see the acquisition of skills in assertiveness as an asset in 
developing confidence in personal and working relationships. 
11-13 January. Tuition £50, residence £47, non-residence £17. 


Personal Relationships and Sexuality — a second level course — 
for staff working with people who have learning difficulties. Open only 
to those who have completed an FPA introductory course. Course 
tutors: Family Planning Association. 15-17 January. Tuition £70, resi- 
dence £51.70, non-residence £21.70. 


Communication through Music — a basic workshop for non- 
musicians who work with young and adult groups with special needs. 
18-22 January. Tuition £75, residence £94, non-residence £34. 


Dance-Drama Dynamics — a weekend course to develop awareness 
and creativity skills which can be used with those who experience 
sensory, intellectual or social handicap. Led by Wolfgang Stange. 22- 


24 January. Tuition £50, residence £47, non-residence £17. This — 
course may be taken as a package with Communication through 


Music at a cost of &200 inclusive. 


For more information write to Castle Priory College, Thames Street, 
Wallingford, Oxon OX10 OHE. Tel: (0491) 37551. 
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CLASSIFIED RATES: £1.50 per line, 


with aminimum charge of £6. Advertis- 
ers are invoiced after the advertisement 
appears. Find-a-Friend column is free. 
(All ads are free for members of The 
Spastics Society or an affiliates group.) 


Find-A-Friend 
I'M 19 YEARS OLD and would like to 
correspond with someone in any coun- 
try, aged between 13 and 22 who shares 
some of my interests: computers, travel, 
motor rallying, watersport and eques-- 
trianism. I speak & write English, French 
and some German, am disabled and use a 
wheelchair and am studying computer 
studies. Please write to Box No 172, Dis- 


_ ability Now, (marking envelopes Private 
& Confidential ). 


ATHENS, GREECE Dr Agis Sarakinos 
PhD Electrical Engineer, 49, would like 
to correspond with disabled people, age 
30-80, in the London area. Write to 4 
Chiou, Chalandri, 15231, Athens, 
Greece. 


CP MAN with speech disorder would 
like to contact an ablebodied lady of 20- 
50 to correspond with. Must have under- 
standing of cp. Please write to Box No 
170, Disability Now, (marking en- 
velopes Private & Confidential ). 


WIDOW, 59-year old with arthritis. Car 
driver. Quiet cheerful, would like to 
write to male up to 64, also car driver. 
Nottingham/Leicester area. Please write 
to Box No 170, Disability Now, (mark- 
ing envelopes Private & Confidential ). 


EAST GERMANY 26 year-old man with 
cp would like to correspond with young 
cp people in Britain to compare experi- 
ences. Practising Christian living in a 
church-run home for disabled people. 


Very keen on football, can write in En- 
glish or German. Please write to Herr 
Lutz Kranitzky, Katholisches Alters—und 
Se Herderstrasse, 5020 Erfurt, 


For Sale 
BIG T TRIKE. Excellent condition. 
Would suit older child. Fixed gear, 
adjustable seat, individually adjustable 
handlebars, push/pull bar. Offers over 
£100. Tel: (0942) 812933 (Manchester/ 


_ Lancashire area). 


VESSA TREKKA battery powered car 
(with handbook) hardly used. Cost 
£1,895. Accept £1,000 ono. Tel: Hors- 
forth (0532) 588888. 


EASY RISER ARMCHAIR brown dralon, 
electrically operated. Offers around 
£100. Tel: 01-850 3615. 


ELECTRIC TAIL-LIFT to fit Sherpa van 
or similar. Ideal when transporting 
wheelchair bound people. £45 ono. Tel: 
(0732) 843328. 


RANGER MK II OUTDOOR CHAIR 
very comfortable, needs some attention 
but safe. Tel: (0905 ) 51789 or write Roy 
Downes, 23 Selsey Close, Warndon, 
Worcester WR4 9PW. 


ALVEMA MAX 308 Raincape & sun- 
shade, only 1 month old & still under 
guarantee. Cost £837, asking £700 ono. 
Please write to Mrs Astley, Box No 173, 
Disability Now, (marking envelopes Pri- 
vate & Confidential ). 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS/ 
SCOOTERS/BATTERY CARS. All makes, 
models wanted and for sale. Nearly new, 
hardly used from half-price. Demonstra- 
tions and collections. Free advice. All 
areas. Contact Mr Gibbons. Tel: 021-357 
4965 anytime. 


Arts and Disability 
Officer 


The Arts Council is seeking to appoint an officer who will be 
responsible for implementing and developing the Council’s 


policy on arts and disability. 


Reporting to the Controller of Planning and working closely 
with all departments of the Council, the Officer will be re- 
sponsible for advising Arts Council clients and other organisa- 
tions, and generally promoting good practice with regard to 
-arts and disability. He/she will also administer the assessment 
and monitoring of client’s performance in relation to the Coun- 
cil’s Code of Practice on Arts and Disability and undertake a 


number of other important tasks. A thorough knowledge and 
experience of the subsidised arts sector coupled with an 
understanding of the arts needs of people with disabilities are 


essential requirements of this challenging job. 
Salary on a scale £11,365 to £14,115 per annum. 
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New chairman for BCODP 


Richard Wood, 38 and joint co- 
ordinator of the Derbyshire Cen- 
tre for Integrated Living, is the 
new chair of the British Council 
of Disabled People, the UK’s 
largest organisation of groups 
run by disabled people. 

Previously its vice-chair, he 
takes over from Rachel Hurst, 
who has been chair for the last 2 
years. In the election at BCDOP’s 
AGM, he won 33 votes to 19. 

While he obviously feels 
pleased and privileged to have 
got the job, he is aware of the 
challenge that faces not only 
himself but the whole organisa- 
tion. 


BCODP survives on an annual 
grant from the DHSS of £12,000, 
which pays for a development 
worker, and £20,000 over 2 
years for two years from Action 
on Disability and Development, 
a Third World charity. “They 
understood when we made our 
presentation,” he says. “As far as 
disability issues and disabled 
people are concerned we are in- 
deed a Third World country in 
the UK.” 


SLADE WAST we 


FREELANCE ADMINISTRATOR 


for Suffolk to co-ordinate arts activities for people with disabilities and ‘special needs’ and develop the 
Shape Suffolk service. Knowledge of Suffolk essential and experience of the arts and needs of people with a 
wide range of abilities would be an advantage. Shape East aims to be an Equal Opportunities Employer and 
particularly welcomes applications from people with disabilities. 

Further details and application form can be obtained from: 

Shape East, c/o Eastern Arts Association, Cherry Hinton Hall, Cherry Hinton Road, 
CAMBRIDGE CB! 4DW. Telephone (0223) 215355. Closing Date: Monday 23 November 1987. 
This post is made possible by the generous support of Eastern Arts Association, The Lankelly Foundation and the 
Tudor Trust. 


Richard Wood thinks it is “im- 
perative” that within 2 years 
BCODP receives major funding. 
Seminars will be arranged to 
raise awareness, particularly of 
members of the All Party Dis- 
ablement Group and the Minis- 
ter for the Disabled. 

“It is important that people 
making political decisions are 
aware of what the disabled peo- 
ple’s movement is about and 
what it is trying to say,” he says. 
“It is sometimes viewed by gov- 
ernment agencies as Marxist ex- 
treme left — it is far from that. 
The BCODP is made up of 
national organisations such as 
the National Federation of the 
Blind as well as grass roots orga- 
nisations, many of which are 
making a positive contribution 
towards local service develop- 
ment.” 

His other priority is to carry 
out a policy of regionalising 
BCODP so that it is not seen by 
its members as just a London- 
based organisation. He hopes to 
have another worker covering 
the Midlands and North based at 
the Derbyshire CIL. He also 
wants to provide a tape and disc 
service to members. 

Charity Projects has given 
BCODP £12,500 for a year’s re- 
search project which will prob- 
ably look at how BCODP can 
form stronger links with grass 
roots organisations and repre- 
sent disabled people more effec- 
tively at national level. 

Drawing people together and 
ensuring that the organisation 


WISHES TO APPOINT 
A PART-TIME 


Admiral 
takes helm __ 


Sir Geoffrey Dalton KCB took 
over from Sir Brian Rix CBE as 
secretary-general of MENCAP 
this month. 

Having recently retired from 
being a Vice-Admiral in the 
Royal Navy and Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander, Atlantic, Sir 
Geoffrey, 56, applied for the post 
because he wanted “to continue 
to be involved with people and 
be of service to othefs,” he said. 

Sir Brian Rix’s retirement will 
allow him to accept the National 
Council’s invitation to stand for 
chairman of MENCAP next April 
when Lord Allen steps down. 

gs 
responds to the views of its 
members is the role Richard 
Wood sees for himself. 

He rejects the suggestion that 
his was a victory for the ‘left’. “I 
don’t think disability politics is 
about ‘left’ or ‘right’,” he says. 
“Disability politics is consensus 
politics. No one disagrees on the 
problems and I don’t think many 
would disagree about the solu- 
tions.” 

No political party has served 
disabled people well, he thinks. 
“There has not yet been a UK 
government that really looked at 
the problems of disabled people 
or allowed them to express their 
views or adequately funded the 
disabled people’s movement.” 


Holidays 
THORNBURY HALL HOTEL, Churpet 
Valley. Specialised facilities for all disabi= 
lities. Companion service available (no 
extra cost) to allow all the family to en- 
joy themselves. Conference facilities and 
study/craft courses available on request. 
Colour TV in all bedrooms, single rooms 
available. Games room. Hotel stands in 5 
acres of ground amidst beautiful coun- 
tryside. Prices from £21.50 a day full 


shape 


A FUTURE FOR DISABLED LONDONERS IN THE ARTS 
REQUIRE AN SAE. 


— 


board. For a brochure contact Thorn- 
bury Hall Hotel, Lockwood Road, Kings- 
ley Holt, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST10 
2DH. Tel: (0538) 757220. 


Jobs 


ARTS DEVELOPMENT WORKER “tqm%: . 
for LEWISHAM AH cercies ets canerieneed aconiniecesncr 


TO develop its innovative training program- 


Assess and monitor existing provision in the Borough Research into the cultu- an eee Si eveangnes oe 
ral needs and opinions of ee Can ee a strategy for future action Street, London E8 3DL. Closing date 13 
3 days a week for 14 months. £12,137 incl LW pro rata. epee ak Up isan equal opportunities 
Details: Shape, 1 Thorpe Close, London W10 5XL (also on tape). ag (HE 
Please send a 13” x 9” SAE. Closing date: 20 November 1987. 
Shape is an Equal Opportunity Employer. " 
Applications are particularly welcome from people with disabilities. 


For an application form and job description, please 
contact the Personnel Department, Arts Council, 105 
Piccadilly, LONDON W1V OAU. Tel: 01-629 9495 ext 266. 


Closing date for receipt of applications Wednesday, 18th 
November 1987. 


The Arts Council welcomes applications 
from all sections of the Community 
regardless of race, colour, ethnic 

or national origins, marital status, 

sex, sexual orientations, disability 

or religious beliefs. 


At the LBDRT, we work with 11 London Boroughs in 
representing the interests of those with all types of disability. 

You'll play a vital part in helping us challenge the common 
myths and false distinctions that so often prevent people 

with disabilities from gaining equality and participating fully 
in society. 

You'll be closely involved in the running, development and 
promotion of our Disability Awareness Training Programme 
for Local Authority staff; devising and implementing a 
variety of training materials. Also responsible for co- 
ordinating a body of freelance trainers, you'll match their 
expertise and experience with borough requirements for 
training courses, as well as working fo recruit new trainers, 
especially from ethnic minority groups. 

If you have direct experience of disability, a positive 
attitude and a commitment to change, then we'd like to 
hear from you. A salary of £11,070.to £12,882 plus London 
Weighting is being offered with a full range of benefits. 

For application forms and further details contact 

Cliff Howell, LBDRT, Room 92/95, The County Hall, 

London SE1 7PB. Tel: 01-633 3880. 

Closing date: 16th November 1987. __ nid. weet 
Applicants are considered on the basis of their suitability for 
the post with equal opportunities for women, black/ethnic 
minorities, lesbians and gay men and people with 
disabilities and regardless of marital status, age, creed/ 
religion and unrelated criminal conviction. 

This post is open for job sharing. 


CREATING 
AWARENESS 


ENCOURAGING 
OPPORTUNITY 


LET US TRY AND HELP 
YOU FIND A PENFRIEND, 
FRIEND OR PARTNER 


All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffoik IP1 2PB 


For sensitive and sensible 
alterations, adaptations, and 
new-build for the disabled 
domestic and commercial 
hotels, colleges, offices, 
shops, granny flats, extra 
bathrooms, etc. 
086-77-3583/3936 “ 
18 Templars Close, 
Wheatley, 
OXFORD 0X9 1PA 


Borough Liaison Officer - 
Disability Awareness Training 


& 
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BT: it’s for 
who-oo? 


The controversy surrounding 
British Telecom’s services for 
disabled customers continued 
last month. 

Phonecards for the blind are 
now available nationwide with a 
notch cut into the side so that 
users can tell by touch the cor- 
rect way to insert the card. 

But the Royal National Insti- 
tute for the Deaf telephone ex- 
change, which enables pro- 
foundly deaf people to use the 
pgzone for business and private 
calls, is in jeopardy because 
funds have run out. 

Started 3 years ago with a 
£120,000 Manpower Services 
grant and £18,000 from BT, both 
have refused to continue to fund 
the project. 

“We do not see it as a BT re- 
sponsibility to continue fund- 
ing,” said a spokesman. “It is a 
social obligation and the Gov- 
ernment should pay.” 

BT also recently announced 
that a scheme designed to pro- 

“téct elderly and disabled cus- 
tomers from being unnecessarily 
disconnected is to be extended 
from its trial areas to the rest of 
the country. 

The protected service scheme 
allows disabled people to 
nominate someone else to sort 
out any problems about pay- 
ment of bills, though this person 
would not be liable for the 
money. Customers wishing to 
join should contact their local 
BT office. 


Fight for sight 


The charity Fight for Sight laun- 
ched a special appeal to create 
Europe’s finest centre for eye 
disorder research at a reception 
last month attended by its Royal 
Patron, The Duke of York. 
~™” The appeal hopes to raise £5.5 
million to move the Institute of 
Ophthalmology in London to a 
new site next to the world- 
famous Moorfields Eye Hospital. 
The Duke was presented with 
a picture painted by 8-year-old 
Jessica Cushman, a patient at 
Moorfields. 
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No news is bad n 


More than 20 television studios 
throughout Britain were pick- 
eted at the end of last month by 
the Deaf Broadcasting Council. 

The protesters were deman- 
ding a daily 30-minute national 
news programme using sign lan- 
gauage and sub-titles as well as 
speech. 

The TV lobby took place dur- 
ing the British Deaf Association’s 
annual Deaf Awareness Week, 
which this year concentrated on 
gaining more Official recognition 
of British Sign Language. 

The deaf lobbyists put their 
demands directly to local TV sta- 
tion managers and programme 
controllers, and gave them 
copies of the DBC’s report on 


broadcasting. A copy of the re- 


port was also sent to the Home 
Secretary. 

The report stated that 1 in 12 
viewers are deaf or hard of hear- 
ing. Their access to TV news is 
restricted to some regional ser- 
vices, BBC2’s weekly Newsview 
or to live sub-titles on ITN’s 
5.45pm and C4’s 7.00pm news, 
which are only available to Tele- 
text subscribers. 

In recognition of ITN and C4’s 
efforts, they were not lobbied on 
29 October, said Austin Reeves, 
the DBC secretary, but he added 
that Teletext was too expensive 
for most viewers. 

The result is that many people 
are cut off from up-to-date 
national and international news 
presented without political bias. 
“All we ask is one daily half-hour 
TV news programme,” said Mr 
Reeves. 

As part of their deaf awareness 
week, the British Deaf Associa- 


COURCH. 


(LZ toR) Joseph Collins, E. 


ews for the d 


Julian Marshall 


Dickson, Siobhan O'Donovan, Lorna 


Alsop and Karen Coutts lobbying outside Independent Television 


Association premises. 


tion produced and distributed a - 


set of guidelines for journalists 
reporting on deafness. 

“Some of the press treatment 
of deaf people following recent 
disturbances in Blackpool was 
degrading and offensive,” said 
Arthur Verney, general secretary 
of the BDA. “Deaf people were 
particularly upset by the phrases 
‘mute’ and ‘rampaging mutes’. 
The Star headline “What’s all this 
’ear’ was a disgrace to journal- 
ism.” 

@ The future of The Council for 
the Advancement of Com- 
munication with Deaf People, 
set up 5 years ago to establish 
training standards in com- 
munication for professionals and 
the public, still hangs in the ba- 
lance as the Government wavers 


Marching for peace in Lebanon 


Bearing banners saying “Peace 
enables, war disables”, over 200 
people, ablebodied and disabled, 
British and Lebanese, demons- 
trated last month in London in 
support of a peace march being 
held in war-torn Lebanon. 

They went from Trafalgar 
Square to the Houses of Parlia- 
ment via No 10 where they drop- 
ped in a letter explaining the 
purpose of the march. 


ONE COMPLETED COUPON AND 
DISABILITY NOW IS ANYONE’S 


Disability Now is the newspaper for disabled people. It will also 
interest parents, carers and professionals in the disability field. 
And it’s free! 


~ Every month it brings you: 


What’s going on in Parliament, 
around the country and abroad. 


INFORMATION 


about benefits, conferences, 
services, aids and equipment, 
holidays, sport and leisure. 


VIEWS 


Professional and personal on 
anything to do with disability. 


FEATURES 


on politics, travel, motoring, 
micro-technology, fashion, 
books, the arts and personal 
problems. 


, Ifyou're not getting Disability Now — or you know someone 
* who isn’t but would like to — just complete the coupon below. 


Please put me on the Disability Now circulation list 


The march, like others in 
France, Canada and the USA, was 
to express solidarity with 30 
men and women disabled by the 
Lebanese war, who were putting 
themselves at risk by staging a 
march through their country 
calling for a return to peace and 
the right to life. Starting at Halba 
in the north they went through 
such danger zones as Beirut and 
Tripoli, planting peace trees and 
lighting peace torches, before 
reaching Tyre in the south 3 days 
later. 

The British Council of Dis- 
abled People has sent them a let- 
ter of support. 
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over renewing its grant. At pre- 
sent, there are only 62 people on 
the CACDP Register of Qualified 
Interpreters. 

The recent case of a deaf man 
held for 5 days by Nottingham 
police because no interpreter 
could be found to interview him 
about a suspected burglary illus- 
trates the shortage of qualified 
sign language interpreters. 

The CACDP have been wait- 
ing since April to discover 
whether the Government will 
increase their £40,000 annual 
grant to £190,000, which the 
CACDP claim they need, or even 
renew the grant at all. 


Questionnaire 


Over 1000 people — nearly 5 per 
cent of the readership of Dis- 
ability Now — have so far re- 
sponded to our questionnaire. 
We want to thank you all for the 
trouble you took. 

If you have not yet filled in the 
questionnaire, please do so (no 
stamp is needed). Your reply 
will help us to give you the kind 
of newspaper you want. 

If your questionnaire has been 
mislaid, contact Gayle Mooney 
(tel: 01-636 5020 ext 244) and 
she will send another. 


eaf 


Conductive 
education: 
Government 
gives £326,000 


The Government announced 
last month that it will put 
£326,000 into evaluating the 
Birmingham Foundation’s con- 
ductive education project. 

The 5-year research will be 
carried out by Professor Ray 
Cochrane of Birmingham Uni- 
versity. 

“We hope that. the research 
will provide a clear understand- 
ing of the effectiveness of con- 
ductive education, as well as 
monitoring how well it trans- 
poses from Hungary to the UK,” | 
said Education Minister Bob > 
Dunn. 

Following the announcement, 
about 600 members of the press- 
ure group RACE (Rapid Action 
for Conductive Education) lob-- 
bied at the House of Commons 
urging the Government to go. 
further. They asked Mr Dunn to 
set up a working party, including 
members elected from _ in- 
terested organisations, to take 
evidence on conductive educa- 
tion, both scientific and from pa- 
rents and the Peto Institute in 
Hungary. It would report to the 
Department of Education, the 
DHSS and the Foreign Office. 
The Minister promised to con- 
sider the idea. 

“While we were very pleased 
that the Government has given a 
third of a million for research, 
that cannot replace forward 
planning and provision,’ said 
RACE chairman Charles Mc- 
Guigan. “The Government has to — 
develop a positive approach — 
to conductive education.” 

Later, at a meeting in the 
House, John Hannam MP, secret-_ 
ary of the All-Party Disablement — 
Group, said the Group fully sup- 
ported RACE’s campaign, and > 
would press the Government to- 
establish a structure for conduc- 
tive education provision. 

“In announcing this research © 
grant the Government has taken 
the first step and recognised — 
conductive education,” he said. © 
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REHABILITATION/HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
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The Ortho-Med Snug-Seat has been designed and 

developed by Rehabilitation Engineers to enhance 

the sitting position of the younger disabled child 

- with moderate 
seating 
problems. 


= 


The Ortho-Med Snug-Seat is 


Web Press, Littlkehampton 


designed to be flexible in 
and 108 Temple Chambers, 


need and application. A 
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car to baby buggy. 


Send to Gayle Mooney, Circulation Supervisor, Room 2B, Disability Now, 
Freepost, 12 Park Crescent, London W1E 3FB 
L (Donations gratefully accepted). 
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